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THE ONLY SAFE COURSE. 


A Sermon, by Jonas Colburn, Pastor of the Church in Stonee 
ham, Mass. 


Proverss x. 9. ‘ He that walketh uprightly walketh surely.” 


To walk uprightly is to walk surely, and to walk surely is to 
walk safely. This is the rule by which to determine who are safe, 
and who are not. Those have not their safety insured, who ex- 
hibit only a fair exterior ; but those who are truly upright, in heart 
as well as life, in the sight of God as well as man. The text di- 
rects us what course to pursue, if we would be safe; and, as up- 
rightness is coupled with safety, and as a state of safety is greatly 
to he desired; it is the part of true wisdom, in every pursuit, to 
make the enquiry, is it right? or is it wrong? is it safe? or is it 
perilous ? 

There may be a course, which if taken, will ensure safety; and 
there may be one, which, though it may not ensure safety, will not 
subject to peril. 

My first position is,.that there are certain things, which it is safe 
for us to believe, whether they be true or false ; and certain things, 
which it is safe for us to do, whether they be authorised or not. 
I.caving their truth and authority entirely ont of the question, we 
hazard nothing by such a belief and practice. 
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1. Itis safe to believe there is a God. No conceivable danger 
can arise from sucha belief. Who would be most likely to walk up- 
rightly and safely, the man who believes in a Being that takes cogs 
nisanze of all his actions, and lives under the influence of his belief ; 
or the man who dentes the existence of any such Being, and con- 
ducts accordinsly ?) Even on the supposition, that there is no God, 
can there be any assignable reason why those who believe in the 
affirmative, will not be as safe as those who believe in the negative? 
The theist is as safe now as the atheist; and why willhe not contm- 
ue to be through the whole period oftheir existence? For, on the 
very supposition, there is no being to call either of them te an ac- 
count for their belief or practice. It is safe, therefore, to believe 
there is a God; that is, such a belief would not subject any one to 
peril, even should the scheme of the atheist prove true. 

2. It is safe to bel:eve in a future state of existence; or, im the 
immortality of the soul. Is there any ¢onceivable way m which 
sach a belief has ever a tendancy to lead a man inte the perilous 
path of disobedience and immorality? Who wit be the most like- 
ly to pursue an upright and safe course, the man who believes that he 
isto exist notonly beyond the grave, but forever ; or the man who be- 
lieves, that he is to be annihilated at death? From the belief ol the 
Jatter, would not the practical language be ; “ Let us eat and drink, 
for to-morrow we die?’ And are there not many sublime and 
weighty motives to upright conduct, derived from a firm conviction 
of immortality? Here | make the appeal to reason, common sense, 
and experience; and ask, which would have the most salutary ef- 
fect upon our lives, the belief that we were living for time merely, 
or for eternity? Whether we are to be anihilated or not, leaving 
the decision of this entirely out of the account, is it not eviuently 
safe to believe that we shall exist forever? Can any conceivable dan- 
ger arise from such a belief? 

3. It is safe to believe, that man, apostate man, is im a lost, de- 
plorable condition? The Scripture doctrine, that he is in-a state of 
apostasy from God, accords with individual experience, and is too 
obvious to be denied. That his condition, however, is truly de- 
plorable, many a man, in the plenitude of self-.gnorance, has the 
hardihood to deny. But whetlier it be true or false, it is not unsafe 
for him to believe in the affirmative. Suppose here are two individ- 
uals both of whom know themselves to be sinners; but one, not- 
withstanding, views his sins as a calamity rather than a crime; and 
his condition, though somewhat unhappy, yet not very deplorable ; 
the other believes his condition to be truly alarming, that he is un- 
der the curse of the law, an object of the divine displeasure, con- 
demned already, and exposed to the wrath to come. Now which 
of the two, will be most likely to walk circumspectly, uprightly, and 
of course safely? On the belief of the one, there is no cause of deep 
solicitude ; nothing to prevent him from (that to which human na- 
ture is prone) sinking into a state of spiritual apathy. On the be- 
lief of the other, there is every thing to awaken seriousattentjon and 
deep anxiety; and can this wakeful solicitude place the man in 
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jeopardy? Can a belief that his condition is deplorable and alarm- 
ing have any tendency to make it so, or to make it more so than it 
really ist? Whocan conceive of any peril attached to a belief, that 
his condition is ruinous, even though it should not prove to be such 
in reality? Such a beliefcan be attended with no hazard. 

4. It ia safe to believe in the divine character, and mission, and 
adequate atonement of Jesus Christ. How can it place a man in 
jeopardy, to beljeve that there is a divine Savior? Even though he 
should need no such, and though there should be no such Savior; 
still, can the belief make him any the less safe? Can a belief, that 
such a being as Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh, made his 
appearance in qur world, suffered and died on the cross; and, by 
his gufferings and death made an adequate atonement for sin; can 
a belief in sach a substitute for the penalty incurred, place the sin- 
ner in a poxition more unsafe, than he would be, if he rejected the 
character, mission, atonement, and even the existence of the Son 
of God? On the supposition that the gospel, the history of Jesus 
Christ, the whole story of the cross, is a mere fable, and that such 
a being never existed ; conceding all this to the Infidel, even then, 
are not those, who repose confidence in these positions, as safe as 
those who discard them from their creed ? 

5. It is safe to believe that there will be a day of Judgment; a 
day in which al] men will be called to an account for their conduct, 
and be acquitted or condemned, according to their character. ‘To 
gay nothing of the presumptiye evidence there is from the light of 
nature, and of the positive evidence from the light of Scripture ; to 
say pothing of the certainty of such an event; laying this entirely 
out of the question, a belief in the sentiment, that ‘God hath ap- 
pointed a day, inthe which he will judge the world in righteousness,” 
£80 jnjure np one, can place no one in jeopardy. What member of 
community would be injured by believing himself answerable for. 
all his actions to the common law; by believing that he should be 
punished or pagenes, according to the uprightness or wickedness 
ef his conduct? Would such a conviction be any less security for 
his safety, than a belief, that he might walk with impunity in the 
sight of his own eyes, and jn the ways of his own heart? Would it 
endauger the condition of pne, who was a sinner, and who, conse- 
quently needed restraints, to feel his responsibility? Would it 
jeopardise his mortal interests to feel, that he was subject to the re- 
strajnts of law and order? and can it render his condition unsafe to 
feel, that as an immortal being, as a subject of the divine govern- 
gent, he is answerable to God for all his conduct?) Who would be 
the most likely tq pursue an upright and safe course, in respect to 
their great interest, the man who diseards the idea of a future retri- 
bution, gr the man who lives, and thinks, and feels, and acts, in 
view of a judgment to come? Could any one possibly incur loss 
or hazard, either as a member of civil community, or of the great 
family of may, by belieying* himself amenable te the common law, 
or to the bar of God, even though there were no tribunal, human, 
ot diving: ’ a 4 
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6. It is safe to believe that the decisions of the Judgement will 
be final; that there is a heaven and a hell of endless duration ; that 
the wicked “shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into life eternal.’’ I say nothing now of the certainty.— 
I only assert, that a belief of the position would not subject a man 
to peril. His belief or disbelief cannot alter the truth. The only 
question is, how will such a belief affect his character, his con- 
duct, and his condition? Will it be safe or will it be hazard- 
ous for a man to live and act under the permanent impression, that 
he is passing through time to an eternity of happiness or misery ; 
and that he is to receive his future awards according to the deeds 
done here in the body; according to the character he forms in this 
life? Would it not be as safe to live, and die under the practical 
influence of such an impression, as it would to pass through life, 
and enter eternity, in the belief, that there is no heaven—no hell ? 
Would it not be as safe, | mean, even an the supposition, that there 
were no future punishment? Would he be any more likely to walk 
uprightly and safely in the present life, by rejecting the idea of re- 
wards and punishment? and surely, if it be true, that there is no 
hell, no future punishment, those who believe it, and those who 
disbelieve it, are equally safe, with regard to the future. Whether, 
therefore, the sentiment contained in the Bible, that there will be 
future punishment, that there is an endless hell, be true or false, 
we hazard nothing by believing it to be true. 

7. It is safe to believe, that the Bible, as a whole, and in all its 
parts, is what it claims to be; a revelation from God; and conse- 
quently, a true record. I say nothing now of the evidence, by 
which its claims to inspiration are established. Whether the Bible 
be true or false, even admitting that it is an imposition, (which is 
all that the Infidel himself can ask) would not those who receive it, 
as a whole, and believe all that it contains, be as safe, as those who 
reject all iis sentiments, and become universal sceptics, or the gross- 
est infidels? In what position can you conceive of the infidel, as 
having a firmer and safer standing, than that of the believer? Even 
if the foundation be destrayed, will the believer in divine Revela- 
tion be any less safe than the infidel? Will he be any more unsafe, 
than he would have been, if himself had been an unbeliever? For, 
while the infidel rejects the believer’s foundation, he provides no 
substitute, either for himselfor others. Does, then, the infidel, the 
atheist, the pantheist, even supposing their theories to be true, stand 
on safer ground, than those, who believe in the existence of one on- 
ly living and true God, and in the revelation he has given? What 
advantage can the man who rejects the being of God, the imortality 
of the soul, the reality of the sinner’s lost condition, the atonement 
of Christ, the future judgment, a heaven, and a hell; who disbe- 
iieves these predictions and acts accordingly ; what possible advan- 
tage can such a man possess over one, who believes them to be true, 
even though they should prove to be false? It is safe, then, to believe 
these positions whether they be tenable or not. The practical in- 
fluence of such g bel.ef could not be unfavorable to uprightness of 
gopduct; could, in no way, tegd to rende: the condition unsafe. 
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Thus, there are certain things, which it would be safe for us to 
believe. ‘There are also certain things, which it would be safe for 
us to do—and, 

1. It is safe for us to consider our ways. Ina rational being con- 
sideration seems to be one of the first dictates of nature. The pow- 
er of consideration is an attribute, which distinguishes him from the 
brute creation; and why is he endowed with this faculty, if it is 
dangerous for him to use it? Would it be likely to render the moral 
man less moral, or the wicked more vicious? Would it lead the 
thoughtless to walk still more thoughtlessly in the ways of sin and 
ruin? Could a proper consideration of-a wicked course tend to the 
perpetration of the wickedness; and thus hasten on the ruinous 
consequences? Who would be the most likely to engage in rash 
and dangerous enterprises ; the considerate, or the inconsiderate 
man? Who can conceive it possible, that any one should be injur- 
ed by consideration ? 

2. It is safe to repent of sin. Though many, in plain contradic- 
tion of the Bible, and of common law, and of common sense, deny 
that there is any penalty attached to transgression; none, it is pre- 
sumed, ever pretended, that repentance of sin exposed any one to 
penalty. The idea is excluded by the very nature of repentance. 
It is a reformation of heart and life; and is there an individual in 
God’s universe, who can testify, from experience, that it is unsafe 
to do this? Could you take the deposition of every true penitent, 
now in heaven or on earth,—could you consult the glorious company 
of martyrs around the throne, who sacrificed their lives to conscience, 
and truth, and duty, they would tell you, that, on the whole, they 
suffered no less ; and that their repentance subjected them to infi- 
nitely less peril, than that to which they would have been exposed 
by continuing impenitent. It would also be safe for the devils, 
those damned spirits in hell, to repent, as well as believe and trem- 
ble ; for though repentance could not atone for their sins, nor pur- 
chase their redemption, still, it could render their condition no more 
perilous, and, in no sense worse. ‘Taking into view his whole ex- 
istence, can repentance involve a sinner, under this dispensation of 

race, in a conditicn still more perilous than that of impenitence ? 
Tees if there were no God to take a righteous vengence on their 
unrighteous conduct; no hereafter ; and, consequently, no future 
reward or punishment; on the supposition, that there were no pen- 
alty at all, still it would be safe to renounce sin. There could surely 
be no loss sustained, no hazard, in doing this. 

3. It is safe to be upright, morally honest, in all our intercourse 
with our fellow men. ‘‘ Honesty is the best policy,” is a common 
maxim, dictated by wisdom, and tested by experience. It com- 
mends itself to every man’s conscience, and is incorporated in al- 
most every system of ethics. Is any one a loser, is he in danger of 
becoming a loser, by rigidly edhering, in his practice, to principles 
of moral hone-ty? 1 say nothing now of how much he may gain, 
J only ask, can he, on the whole, be a loser by his honesty? Is 
dishonesty entitled to that reward, does it ordinarily receive’ that 
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reward, which honesty does obtain, in the confidence it acquires 
both from the good and the bad; and iu the commen smiles of di- 
vine providence? Is not honest industry generally rewarded, while 
dishonesty is punished? It is, therefore, superfluous, to ask, which 
is the most safe course to be pursued, an honest or a dishonest? Di-’ 
vine providence furnishes the answer. Whatever falsehood, dishon- 
esty, and vice, may seem to promise their votaries, is it not fairly 
proved tu be, on the whole, safest, to fullaw the dictates of veracity, 
virtue, and common honesty? So true is it, that to walk uprightly 
is to walk surely. No danger is to he apprehended from pursuing a 
course of upright conduct with our fellow men. 

4. It is safe to serve God, or to pursue an upright course with 
our Maker ; that is, it would be safe to render all that service, which, 
if there is a God, is confessedly his due, even on the supposition, 
that there is no such being. ‘The idols of the heathen are vanit 
anda lie. False gods cannot give an adequate reward to their delud. 
ed devotees. Consequently, the religious homage, the expensive 
sacrifices, rendered to any one else than Jehovah, is a vain and 
foolish service. But to say nothing of the great reward in servin 
God, leaving out of the aecount the hundred fold which his Word 
promises even in this life; what is there, I ask, in the service of 
the true God, which is injurious, or of a dangerous tendency ¢ 
What harm, or danger can possibly arise from possessing those af- 
fections, and performing those actions, which are implied in serving 
Him? On the supposition, that there is no God to receive, or re- 
ward such service, can he, who renders it, be any Jess safe and hap- 
py, than one, who casts off fear, and restrains prayer, and liyes with- 
out God in the world? 

5. It is safe to comply with all the conditigns of the gospel: and 
all the requirements of the divine law; to do all that is implied in 
repentance, and faith, and holy obedience. Would it not be safeto 
Jove God with ali the heart, and our neighbor as ourselves? to adopt 
practically the principles of the Bible, and render to God the things 
that are God’s and do to others, as we would that others should do 
tous? Would it not be safe to obey the precept, “ Be ye perfect 
even as your Father which is in heayen is perfect’’? hat harm 
or danger can be incurred by pursuing an upright course of conduet 
towards God, and towards man? Would it not be safe to perform 
ajl that is enjoined as duties in the Bible, whether it be the Word 
of God, whether it even be trur, or not? 

It has been remarked, that there are certain things, (some of which 
haye been specified) which it would be safe for us to believe and do, 
whether they be true and authorised or not. 

I now remark, 

II, That, on the supposition, that there is a bare possibitity of 
their being true and authorised, it is not safe to disbelieve and neg- 
Ject them. It is obviously unsafe to reject those truths, and neglect 
those duties, which are firmly estalished by the light of nature; 
which are clearly discernable from the works of creation, and the 
events of providence ; and which are the obvious dictates of cop- 





1836. ] THE ONLY SAFE COURSE. 199 





science. And, if the Bible is what it claims to be, a true record, 
the Word of God, it cannot be safe to reject its authority. If there 
is a God, then confessedly, he ought to be worshipped ; and it is not 
sufe to withlrold from him the tithes and offerings he has prescribed, 
and rob him of the reverence and honor, which is due to his name. 
If there is a fotare existence, if man is immortal, it is the dictate of 
wisdom, that Ire make provision for the future; and it must be un- 
safe to disbelievein such an existence ; unsafe for immortal beings to 
live as thongh there were no hereafter, and expend all their immor- 
tal energies upon the objects of time. If man is in a ruined condi- 
tion, it wonld be wisdom in him to search out if possible, and apply 
aremedy. “ The pradent man fore-seeth the evil, and hideth himself ; 
but the simple pass on and are punished.” If his condition s alarm- 
ing, it is unsafe for him to feel, that all is well; to say, peace, 
ace! to himself; while sudden destruction awaits him. If it is 
‘a faithful and true saying, that Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save sinners, it must be worthy of all acceptation, and cannot be 
safely rejected. If God manifest in the flesh, has made an adequate 
atonement for sin, and if there is salvation in none other; then, 
there is danger and death in neglecting the divine character, and 
mission, and atonement of Jesus Christ. If he that believeth on 
the Son ‘of God hath everlasting life ; and, if he that believeth not, 
shall'be damned ; then, surely, it is not safe, to be, in head,.or heart, 
or ‘life, an ‘anbeliever in Jesus Christ. Jf there is no other name 
given ‘under heaven and among men whereby we canbe saved, 
“* how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?” If there 
is‘a‘jndgment to come, if there is the least possibility that-God has 
‘appointed a day in the which he will judge the world in righteous- 
Tiess,” it is unsafe not'to prepare for the decisions of that day. If 
there is‘a world of righteous retribution, a ‘heaven of eternal happi- 
‘ness, and ‘a ‘hell df-eternal misery, it is not safe to possess the char- 
atter of the wicked, and ‘be destitute of the character of the righte- 
ous, and thus be fit subjects for the punishment, and unfit for the 
rewards of that state. On the ground, that these positions may \pos- 
‘sibly prove true, it is unsafe to live uder the influence of unbelief, 
and ‘thus make no efforts to ‘‘escape from hell and fly:‘to heaven.” 
If the Bible-may possibly prove true; if there is the least degree of 
‘contingency on the subject, it is not safe to reject it. If it és 
what it claimsto be, a revelation from God, if its contents are truths, 
‘they are tremendous truths, and cannot be rejected with impunity. 
‘IfGod has commanded us to repent, and believe, and obey the gos- 
pel, it is‘not safe to live in impenitence, and unbelief, and disobedi- 
ence. If the'Bible be true, it is not safe to live, and die, and go to 
the:judgment, and meet the retributions of eternity, impenitent and 
unholy; and who can say, that it isnot true? Ifthere is the least 
‘possibility, that the above positions may prove true, they cannot be 
Tejected with safety ; and who. can say, there is not such a possibil- 
ity? But I assert, 
If. That there is such a possibility, that the above mentioned 
“sentiments and preeepts' may be true and authgrised. To say. the 
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least, no one can prove the contrary. The atheist cannot prove, 
that there is no God, nor the pollytheist, that there are many gods ; 
nor ,the pantheist, that every thing is god; nor can the man, who 
believes in the annihilation of the soul at death, prove that there will 
be no life, nor immortallity beyond the grave, nor can he prove his 
position, who would persuade you, that the condition of the sinner 
is not deplorable ; nor he who denies the divine character, and mis- 
sion, and atonement of Jesus Christ, and denounces him as an impos- 
tor; nor can the man, who asserts, that there will be no future judg- 
ment, prove his assertion; nor can he, who would blot out the hope 
of the righteous, prove that there is no heaven; nor he, who discards 
that fearful looking for of judgment, the final misery of the wicked, 
prove, that there will not be an eternal hell. The infidel cannot 
prove, that the Bible is not true; and, consequently, no one can 
prove, that the moral precepts, which it contains, are not authorised. 
The fool may gy in his Acart; it may be the lanzuage of his con- 
duct ; or, he may assert it in so many words, “* There is no God.” 
But where is his proof?’ He may set himself as a mark for the ar- 
rows of the Almighty, blaspheme his name, invoke his vengence, 
defy his power, if indeed there is such a being, and call this proof 
that there is not. 

The infidel may boldly assert his opinions; but shall his assertion make 
the word of God of none effect? Shall his unbelief nullify the truth ? 
He may assert any thing, or every thing, or nothing, as he pleases; he 
may assert that there is no God, that there are many gods, that every 
thing, himself not excepted, is God ; that there is no immortality, no 
judgment, no heaven, no hell. But the Bible asserts the contrary ; 
and you may assert the contrary ; and your assertion is worth, at least, 
as much as his. All that the infidel does, even if he succeeds in his 
attack upon the Scriptures, is to invalidate or destroy the evidence by 
which their truth and authority are established ; and granting him all 
that he claims to have effected; still, for aught he knows, 
and for aught any one can prove, the Bible may be true;— 
and, if so, it contains a system of truth, awful indeed to those, 
who reject it, and on the supposition, that the Bible is not true, 
that it is a gross imposition, palmed upon a credulous world— 
what advantage hath the infidel over the believer? It leaves 
them both to float alike upon the wide ocean of human conjecture. 
If there is no heaven for the righteous, there isnone for the wicked ; 
and, if there is no hell, no future punishment, for the unbeliever, 
there is none for the believer. If there is no life, nor immortality 
beyond the grave, then, are they both to be annihilated. It the sys- 
tem of the infidel — atheist, annihilates the soul, and heaven, and 
hell, and God himself, and reduces to a nonentity every thing in 
the universe; himself is involved, equally with the believer, in the 
evils of his own system. What advantage, then, hath the infidel 
over the believer? Evidently none; even if his own system prove 
true. 

It is safe to believe what the Bible asserts to be true, and to do 
what it declares to be duty, ever though it be not true; and if itis 
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true, it is not safe to disbelieve its truths and disobey its precepts. 
But the Bible may be true. No one can prove to the contrary; 
and where there are two sides to a subject, and one is safe, the oth- 
er not, it is the part of wisdom to take the safe side. But the sub- 
ject does not rest here. The positions laid down in the Bible are 
not founded on mere hypothesis. The supposition, that they may 
be either true or false, and that we have no means of determining 
which, cantiot be admitted. And here I remark again, 

IV. ‘'Fhat there is evidence the most decisive; evidence amount 
ing to poxitive proof, that the sentiments of the Bible are true, and 
its moral precepts duly authorised. It is given by inspiration of God, 
and bears the stamp of divinity. It has stood the test of ages, 
ages of fiery trial; and has tome down to us supported by that kind 
and degree of evidence, which, if adduced of any other subject, 
would satisfy every rational man. Do you believe the grand points 
in the history of America, its discovery by Columbus, and its settle- 
inent by our Pilgrim Fathers? You betieve it, because the facts 
are sufficiently attested. Much more have you reason to belicve the 
truths of the Bible, and the validity of its claims to be a revelation 
from God. It is the word of eternal truth; and notwithstanding the 
ablest arguments adduced by the champions of infidelity, and all the 
bold assertions they have made to the contrary, it stands, an edifice, 
that can never be demolished, upon a base that can never be shak« 
en. It is the word of God, and to reject its contents is to reject 
God’s truths. It is unphilosophical, and irrational, and disingenu- 
ous, not to yield our assent to those propositions, the truth of which 
is established by sufficient evidence, and of which we are rationall 
convinced. It is evidently unsafe to reject those positions, in which 
safety is involved, and of which there is absolute proof, and such is 
the nature of that evidence, which establishes the divine authority 
of the Scriptures; to reject which is to reject the counsel of God 
against ourselves. What advantage, then, hath the believer over the 
infidel? Much every way; 

1. Becattse his system may prove true,— ant, 2. If it is true, theti 
the believer is safe, while the unbeliever is involved in a condition 
of inconceivable peril and ruin. But, chiefly because there is evi- 
dence the most conclusive, that the Bible is a faithful record of divine 
truth. This is not the place to introduce evidence of 4 divine rev- 
elation. For the present, I hazard the assertion, fearless of contra« 
diction, that, “ All Scripture is given by inspiration of God ;” and, 
therefore, must be true. And, it will be a fearful thing, (for those 
who have denied his existence) to fall into the hands of the livin 
God. What, then, will become of the atheist, the infidel, and ail 
those, who have discarded, inf their belief and practice, the truths 
of divine revelation, and lived and acted 2s though there were ro 
God, no immortality, no sinful condition, no atonement, no judgment, 
no retribution, no heaven, no hell! What will be the disappoint- 
ment of those who have expected aunihilation at death, when they 
shall open their eyes, in another world, and find themselves in a 
State of conscious existence, never toend! What the disappoint 
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ment and consternation of those, who have discarded, from their 
belief and practice, the idea of a future judgment and of endiess re- 
wards and punishment ; when they shall liitup their eyes in hell, and 
the smoke of their torments begin tu assend up forever and ever! 
What will become of those, who, with the light of Revelation 
beaming around them, and truth written in sunbeams, go down to 
the grave, with a lie in their right hands ; these wicked men and 


' seducers, who wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived 2 


What will become of the immoral, the unholy, the profane; those 
who indulge in drunkenness and lust; who lie, and steal, and rob, 
and murder; who die and go tethe judgment, with their hands 
stained with guilt, crimsoved with blood? Or, of those, who, if 
they have beep upright with their fellow men, have never consid- 
ered, nor amended their ways, nor repented of their sins, but have 
robbed Gad of alkthat obedience and love, which are due to his name ! 
The wicked will not be peaceful in death; nor safe amid the con-~ 
flagrations of tue last day; nor prepared to stand in judgment; nor 
will it be well with them in eternity. While the righteous will 
shine in glory, as stars in the brightness of the firmanent forever 
and ever, the wicked shall be turned into hell, with all the nations 
that forget God ; and the fire of their torments shall never be quench- 
ed. It is “thus saith the Lord;” and therefore, must be true, 


For the New-England Telegraph. 
GOVERNOR EVERETT vs. FREE DISCUSSION. 


Mr. Enptror :—Supposing you to be one of those true patriots 
who are disposed to fight the battles of Constituticnal, rational and 
scriptural Liberty, and to defend her essential principles against all 
attacks, | enclose to you a few remarks upon some parts of Gov. 
Everett’s Inaugural address. Reasoning from his Congressional 
speeches, I had supposed the Hon. Epwaro Everett to be inflex- 
ibly true to the principles of American Liberty, and a warm friend 
to. the injured and down trodden poor. But in my view, there are 
some things in his Inaugural address, that appear otherwise, and 
merita critical examination. Since Gov. E. says, p. 30, ‘‘ The gen- 
jus of our institutions and the character of our people are entirely 
repugnant to laws impairing the liberty of speech and of the press,’ 
I feel inclined to contribute what I can to keep them so. 

On p. 29, Gov. E. says, “‘ In this State and several of our sister 
States, slavery has long been held in public estimation, as an evil of 
the first magnitude.” As far as intelligent, humane, and virtuous 
people have been acquainted with American slavery, I conclude 
there is no doubt of the truth of this honest admission. Even the 
apologists for the continuance of slavery have been constrained to 
admit, that it is “a moral and political evil.” Says Gov. Marcy of 
New-York, in his Message, alluding to the design of the abolition- 
ists, “‘ Is it to convince the people of this State that slavery is an 
evil? Such is now the wniversal sentiment, and no man can be 
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found among us who entertains a thonght of returning to our for- 
mer condition in this respect.’”” I might refer to Washington, to 
Jefferson, to Lafayette, to Boliver, to the Faneuil Hall meeting, to 
Dr. Channing's book, to Mr. Sumner’s speech, of Virginia, before 
that Legislature in 1832, and to mauy other high human authorities, 
as ‘confirmation strong’ of the remark of Gov. Everett, respecting 
the primary evil of slavery. When we consider what slavery is in 
principle, in practice, and in tendency—that it originated, as one 
elerical apologist for its continuance admits, in “ the most horrid 
trafic that ewer disgraced the human character” —and “ may be de- 
fined—A_ condition in which one person without consent, is subjected 
to the will and authority of another; and which the bond-mother 
transmits to posterity” —and “is a violation of one of the natural 
rights of man, and connected with many and great evils’’—(Vide Mr. 
Doggett’s two Discourses on Slavery,) we may well conclude, at 
least that slavery ought to be ‘ held in public estimation as an evil 
of the first magnitude. 

_ With such views of the nature and extent of this great sin against 
God, against man, and against civil society, how can Gov. E. an- 
swer it to God, to his conscience, to his constituents, and to the 
rising voice ofthe world against slavery, when he affirms as on p. 30, 
that “‘ The patriotism of all classes of citizens must be invoked, to 
abstain from a discussion, which, by exasperating the master, can 
have no more effect than to render more oppressive the condition 
of the slave; and which, if not abandoned, there is reason to fear, 
will prove the rock on which the Union will split.” 

Patriotism, is love of country, and to invoke, i¢ to pray unto for 
aid. It seems then that we must pray to every citizen’s love of 
country, for aid to prevent a discussion of the subject of slavery, 
which “has long been held in pubiic estimation as an evil of the 
first magnitude.” 

Say, ye spirits of the just, who have gone where “the wicked 
cease from troubling, and the weary be at rest’—where “ the pris- 
oners rest together ; they hear not the voice of the oppressor’’—and 
where “the servant is free from his master."—(Job 3.17.) Break 
silence, ye holy prophets, apostles and martyrs, who laid down your 
lives rather than cease publicly to oppose and reprove the sins of 
men, and tell us whether it is our duty to obey the voice of con- 
science, the earnest solicitations of bleeding, enslaved humanity, 
the voice of God, the example of Christ, and of the just in all ages; — 
or to obey the mandate, not of a Acathen oracle, but, (1 blush, I am 
ashamed to utter it,) of a Christian Magistrate, in the land of the 
Pilgrims, under the wings of Harvard ‘and Andover, and in “ the 
cradle of liberty!” 

Says, Dr. Samuel Parker, (formerly rector of Trinity Church, 
Boston,) in his Election Sermon, preached before the Lieut Gov., 
Council, Senate and House of Representatives of Mass. May 29, 
1793,—p. 21, 

“ By what mysterious art did ancient Egypt subsist, with so much 
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lory, during the period of fifteen or sixteen ages?* By a benevo- 
Gas so extensive, that he who rcfused to relieve the wretched, when 
he had it in his power to assist him was himself punished with death: 
by a justice so impartial, that their kings obliged the judges to take 
an oath, that they would administer impartial justice to all, though 
they, the kings themselves should command the contrary. 

“ The Persians also, attained a distinguished place of honor, in 
ancient history, by an universal equity, obliging themselves to pub- 
lish the virtues of their greatest enemies. The children of the roy- 
al family, and nobles, were, at an early age of life, put under the 
tuition of four of the wisest and most virtuous statesmen. The first 
taught them to worship the gods; the second trained them up to 
speak the truth, and practice equity; the third habituated them to 
subdue voluptuousness, and to enjoy real liberty ; and the fourth in- 
spired them with courage ; and by teaching them to command them- 
selves, taught them how to rule over others.” 

“The Romanst founded their system of policy upon that best 
and wisest principle, the fear of the gods; a firm belief of a divine 
superintending Providence, and a future state of rewards and pun- 
ishments. Though the ceremonies of their religion justly appear to, 
us, instances of the most abandoned and extravagant superstition, 
yet, as they were esteemed the most essential acts of religion, by 
the Romans, they must consequently carry all the force of a relig- 
ious principle. Cicero,{ the great Roman orator and philosopher, 
speaking of his countrymen, says, ‘ We neither exceeced the Span- 
iards in number, nor did we excel the Gauls in strength of body, nor 
the Carthagenians in craft, nor the Greeks in arts and sciences :-~— 
But we have indisputably surpassed all the nations in the universe, 
in piety and attachment to religion, and in the only point that can 
be called true wisdom, a thorough conviction, that all things here 
below, are directed and governed by Divine Providence.’ To this 
principle alone, he wisely attributes the grandeur and good fortune 
of his country. From this principle proceeded that respect for, aud 
submission to, their laws; apd that temeperance, moderation, and 
contempt for wealth, which are the best defence against the en- 
¢roachments of injustice and oppression. Aslong as the manners of 
the Romans were regulated by this first great principle of religion, 
they were free and invincille. But the atheisti¢al doctrine of Epi- 
gurus which insinuated itself at Rome, under the respectable name 
of Philosophy, undermined and destroyed this ruling principle. The 
luxuries af the East, after the conquest of Asia, corrupted the man- 
ners of the Romans, weakened this principle of religion, and pre- 
pared them for the reception of atheism, which is the never failing 
attendant on luxury. And thus, by their rapid and unexampled de- 
peneracy, was brought on the total subversion of that mighty re- 
public.” 





* Diodor. Siculus. Herodotus lib. 2. 
t Vide Montague’s Letters. 
} Vide Cicero de Harus. Resp. p. 189. 
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Reader, is there any thing in this picture of heathenism, which 
looks like praying to every citizen’s love of country, for aid to pre- 
vent a discussion of the evils and dangers of slavery, when it has 
*‘Jong been held in public estimation as an evil of the first magni- 
tude?” Would the heathen have dared to offer such a prayer as this 
to any one of their thirty thousand gods? Can Gov. E. in his wide 
range in the system of heathen mythology, ethics, civil polity, and 
law, refer us to a prayer like the one he has devised for his constit- 
vents? I truw not. 

I this instant think of another difficulty. The Governor, has 
omitted to tell us in what kind of faith this prayer should be offered 
up. Such a novel duty should never have been enjoined, without a 
discriminating and comprehensive definition. Some of the old An- 
tinomian writers used to teach that we must begin to believe without 
any evidence from scripture, sense orreason. But this is scarcely 
warthy to be called mysticism, when compared with the faith that 
seems to be requisite in offering up the pol:tical prayer enjoined 
upon all the patriotic citizens of Massachusetts, for, if they must 
pray, that an evil of the first magnitude” may be let alone with 
those wha commit it, to work its natural consequences upon the 
body politic, and be protected by law from all public exposure and 
reproof, they must pray with a faith directly contrary to the moral 
law of God—to their own reason and conscience—contrary to all 
religion and humanity ; to the common sense, experience, obsepva- 
tion, and conviction of all men—contrary to the reason and nature 
of things, to the voice of all history, philosophy, ethics, philanthra; 
py, and of every thing that lives, and moves, and has a being on the 
earth, inthe sea, in heaven or under heaven. Certain I am, that 
this kind of faith has not the least affinity with any christian grace, 
with any code of religion, ethics, or philosophy, whether pagan, Ma- 
hometan, or Christian, that has ever been urged upon mortals, and 
must therefore be called faith in slavery, or in evils of the first mag- 
nitude. 

But, in order to appreciate the nature of this politica] prayer which 
is enforced with such magisterial phraseology upon all the patriotic 
citizens of the Bay State, it is necessary to compare it with some 
fundamental principle of human rights. Since the patriotism of all 
** must he invoked,” let us look into this matter a little further before 
we unite in this prayer. 

Living as we do, in a professedly christian land, T trust no seri- 
ous offence will be taken, while I remark, that the charter of all our 
essential rights, is to be found in the statutes of heaven’s eterna} 
King. There is such a thing as inalienable human rights, involv- 
ing certain duties which we all owe to God and man, as citizens of 
the world, and subjects of the divine government. These, no hu- 
man authority has any right to abolish, counteract, infringe or nuli- 
fy. No person cen cease to exercise these rights, and to perform 
the duties involved in them with impunity. The province of hu- 
man legislation is in complete subordination to the divine statutes. 
Those legislators, therefore, who ‘ exalt themselves above all that is 
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called God,’ and infringe upon divine prerogatives and laws, are m- 
Pious TYRANTS, and merit the abhorance of all rational beings. And 
those who obey laws which they are convinced are contrary to the 
law of God, expose themselves to a penalty, in comparison with 
which, all human penalties are trifles. Hence said Christ, ‘ Fear 
not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but 
rather fear him which is able to detroy both soul and body in 
hell.” No person has any right to obey any human laws which he 
is convinced are contrary to the divine statutes, but a complete right 
to disobey them just as far as is necessary in perfectly obeying the 
the moral law of God. The proper reply and the proper course for 
us, in all such cases, is that taken by the apostles as recorded in 
Acts, 4th. ‘ Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken un- 
to you more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the 
things which we have scen and heard.” 

One of these inalienable human rights, the boon of heaven, is our 
right to the freedom of speech, (and consequently of the press) which 
involves the imperious duty of bearing testimony against the errors 
and sins of our fellow creatures. The charter of this right, which 
involves this duty, may be felt in the very reason and nature of things, 
and may be seen in such divine statutes as follow. 

1 will put them in contrast with quotations from those who seem 
to think it is an abuse of freedum to expose and reprove slave-hold- 
ers before the public. 


Isaran 58. 1—Cry aloud, spare ‘* The patriotism of all classes 
not, lift up thy voice like a trum- of citizens must be invoked, to 
pet, and show my people their abstain from a discussion” of *‘ an 
transgressions, and the house of evil of the first magnitude.” 
Jacob their sins. Gov. Everett. 

Lev. 14. 17—Thou shalt not ‘“ Our fellow citizens feel it to 
hate thy brother in thy heart: be their solemn duty, whatever 
thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy they may think of slavery in the 


neighbor, and not suffer sin upon 
him. 

Ezexiec 2. 6—Anid thou, son 
of man, be not afraid of them, 
neither be afraid of their words, 
though briers and thorns be with 
thee, and thou dost dwell among 
scorpions. And thou shalt speak 
my words unto them, whether 
they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear: for they are most 
rebellious. 

Evexitet 33. 8—If thou dost 
not speak to warn the wicked 
from his way, that wicked man 
shall die in his iniquity, but his 
blood I will require at thy hand. 


abstract, to leave its treatment, 

entirely and forever to the people 

of those states in which it exists.” 
Gov. Marcy, 

** All but those who are con- 
firmed in fanaticism or reckless 
of consequences, it is believed, 
will be constrained by the decid- 
ed and constantly increasing force 
of public opinion, to give up their 
dangerous attempts to act on the 
institutions of other states.” ib. 

‘In our commercial metropolis, 
the abolitionists have established 
one of their principal magazines, 
from which they have sent their 
missills of an noyance into the slave 
holding states.” ib, 
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Tirus t. 13, 14—Wherefore 
rebuke them sharply that they may 
be sound in the faith; not giving 
heed to Jewish fables, and com- 
mandments of men, that turn from 
the truth. 1. Ti. 5. 20—Them 
that sin, rebuke before all, that 
others also may fear. 


Luxe 10. 36—Which now of 
these three, thinkest thou, was 
neighbor unto him that fell among 
the thieves? And he said, he 
that showed mercy on him. Then 
said Jesus unto him, Go thou and 
do likewise. 

Hes. 13. 3. Remember them 
that are in bonds as bound with 
them, 


“A conciliatory forbearance 
would leave this whole painful 
subject where the constitution 
leaves it, with the states where it 
exists, and in the hands of an all- 
wise Providence, who in his own 
good time is able to cause it to 
disappear, like the slavery of the 
ancient world, under the gradual 
operation of the gentle spirit of 
Christianity.” Gov Evererr. 

“While I consider slavery among 
the many wrongs in society, [ 
would be extremely cautious how 
T touch this most difficult and del- 
icate relation, lest the gospel be 
hindered, and evils more horrid 
than slavery result. J would leave 
this heavy and painful burden to 


be managed solcly by those who 
bear it.” 
Mr. Doccetr’s Discourses. 


From these divine statutes, as well as from reason, it appears to be 
an imperious and solemn duty to tell others their faults, and to la- 
bor to convince them, and to turn them from those errors and sins 
which we are convinced are leading them to destruction. It is 
most solemnly and unequivocally enjoined by the divine statutes, 
especially upon watchmen ; is founded in the gr®at law of love ; and 
consequently cannot be ‘abstained from’ with impunity. It is in 
the highest sense of the term an inalienable right, involving a most 
solemn duty towards God and man. The purity, and consequently 
the perpetuity of civil, moral, and religious institutions depends upon 
the constant and faithful exercise of this mght, and performance of 
this duty. As far as human means are essential, the salvation of 
souls depends upon the faithful exercise ofthis right of reproving 
and warning against sin, for it constitutes a fundamental, and abso- 
lutely essential part of the means of grace. Hence we read, “ All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
Sor reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness ; that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works.” Again, “ Preach the word: be instant in season, out of 
season ; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffiring and doctrine. 
For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, 
But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, make full proof of thy 
mimistry.” It was for exercising this right, that Socrates was con- 
demned to death. Nothing else occasioned the martyrdom of the 
faithful prophets, of Christ, of the apostles, and of the host of saints 
and sages who have fell a sacrifice to a murderous persecution. If 
therefore we are under any obligation to obey the voice of God, and 
of conscience, to imitate the example of Christ, and of the holy 
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prophets, and apostles, to watch, and seek the purity of the institu- 
tions of religion and civil government, and ‘‘take care, that these priv- 
iluges pass unimpaired to our child:en;” and to use the means of 
grace with a sintul world, the obligation would seem to be equally 
imperious to go contrary to the direction of Gov. Everett. Man- 
kind are naturally blind to their own errors and sins, and hence it 
is difficult to conceive a more important duty towards our fellow 
creatures, than to tell them their faults, and show them their sins 
which are exposing them to the wrath of heaven. 

‘This right of publicly exposing, reproving, and warning against 
the errors, sins and vices of mankind was established by the Su- 
preme Ruler, before any conventional rights, privileges, and _politi- 
cal statutes were in being, and it is absurd to suppose that these 
can nulify the rights and duties which God has established and en- 
joined upon all men as subjects of his moral government. ‘This 
agrees with the common sense and conscience of every man, and 
accordingly there is no right which is more expressly and unequiv- 
ocally admitted in all our civil constitutions, than the perfect free- 
dom of speech and of the press. Human laws are not necessary to 
etablish this and other divinely established rights, but only to guard 
them, and restrain their abuses. 

It is perhaps impossible to conceive a more imperious call for the 
exercise of tunis right, and faithful performance of the duty of expos- 
ing, reproving, and warning against the errors and sins of our fellow 
creatures, than in relation to slavery, which Gov. E. admits ‘ has 
long been held in public estimation as an evil of the first magni- 
tude.” Gov. Marcy also says of the abolitionists, “‘So far as their 
proceedings are designed to operate upon this state, we may inquire 
what end or object they have in view. Is it to convince the people 
of this state that slavery is an evil? Such is now the universal sen- 
timent, and no man can be found among us who entertains a thought 
of returning to our former condition in this respect.” If there is, 
therefore, any propriety in paying deference and respect to public 
opinion and sentiment, it follows that we are bound by this tie also, 
not to defend and apologize for the continuance of a sin which is 
such an outrage upon public sentiment that it “ has long been held 
in public estimation as an evil of the first magnitude,” but to ex- 
pose, reprove, and endeavor to correct sich a threatning evil. 

In what a ludicrous and sorrowful predicament has Gov. E. placed 
himself before his constituents, by means of his just admission of 
the primary evil of slavery, and his subsequent remark, that ‘‘ the 
patriotism of all classes of citizens must be invoked to abstain from 
a discussion,” designed publicly to expose, reprove and warn against 
this “ moral and political evil?’ Had he collected aud exerted all 
his energies of body and mind, soul and spirit, could he have framed 
and uttered a greater moral or political heresy? Could he have com- 
mitted a greater outrage upon consistency ? 

But stop, Mr. Reviewer, you overlook the last clause of the Gov- 
ernor’s remark respecting this anti-slavery discussion, ‘“‘ which, by 
exasperating the master, can have no other effect than to render more 
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oparessive the condition of the slave; and which, if not abandoned, 
there is great reason to fear will prove the rock on which the Union 
will split.” 

What Union? Does our Governor mean, a union to maintain 
these principles which shall protect by law against exposure and 
reproof, moral and political evils of the first magnitude? If he did, 
then there is no doubt that such a union might be in danger from 
free discussion. 

No sir, he means the Federal Union. 

And does the Governor of Massachusetts mean to assert before 
ail men, that a discussion designed to expose, reprove, and warn 
against evils of the first magnitude, is adapted to subvert our Fed- 
eral Union? Will he presume thus to impeach the founders, sup- 
porters, and subjects of this Union? Or does he think that no dis- 
cussion, exposure and reproof of evils of the first magnitude, ought 
to be suffered, which will not please and gratify those who commit 
them, or are the abettors of them? 

A question may here arise in the minds of the curious and in- 
quisitive, how far Gov. FE. will carry out his philosophy, in respect 
to abstaining from the discussion of moral and political evils? Let 
us suppose that he shall become dissatisfied with his political course 
in these “ perilous times,” and return to his clerical profession, and 
be requested to preach from the text, ‘* Righteousness exalteth a 
nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.’ What doctrine would 
his present philosophy lead him to raise from this text? Would he 
say, Dearly beloved, though sin is the reproach and sinking of any 
people, yet all sins, or at least all of the first magnitude, should be 
left unexposed and unreproved where the Constitution leaves them, 
with those who commit them, and “ in the hands of an all-wise Prov- 
idence, who in his own good time, will cause them to disappear, like 
the slavery of the ancient world, under the gradual operation of the 
gentle spirit of Christianity?” 'This-appears to be his philosophy, 
at least in respect to slavery. 

A natural plan for the discourse would be, 

I. To confirm the proposition. And, 

II. ‘T’'o show the reasons of it. 

In confirming this proposition, the preacher would need but litile 
positive scripture proof, provided he had ingenuity enough to ex- 
plain—away and “ gradually undermine all those texts, and break 
the force of all those scriptural examples which seem to require us 
to expose, and reprove the sins, errors and vices of mankind. In 
respect to the systems of religion, ethics, philosophy, and political 
economy which have taught that the errors, sins and vices of the 
first magnitude ought to be publicly exposed and reproved, rather 
than protected by law from public censure, would it not be easy to 
show that this was their imperfection, and an error to which all the 
wars and fighting of the earth are chargable? 

If the preacher should be careful to brake off in the right place, 
he might find one positive proof text that would well answer his pur- 
pose in Isaiah, 33. 14d—* Who among us shall dwell with cverlast- 
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ing burnings? He that walketh rightecusly, and speaketh upright- 
ly; he that despis th he gain of oppressions.” "This would be a two 
edged sword. A part of a passage in the third chapter of James 
would be in pomt: “ But the wisdom that is from above is—peace- 
able, gentle, and easy.” Ayain, “* Quench not the spirit ” would be 
in point, if he would be careful to show that the spirit of slavery 
was meant. If his congregation were of an atheistical turn of mind, 
it might be well to quote, Jer. 5. 2— and a part of Ps. 14. I—** And 
though they say, The Lord liveth; surely they swear falsly.”— 
“ There is no God.” ‘This might relieve the feelings of his audi- 
ence from all fear of any future conscqgucnces of evils of the first 
magnitude, or any magnitude. 

When the preacher should come to the second head of discourse, 
in giving reasons for the proposition, there would be room for much 
forcible, powerful, and captivating declamation and assertion, which 
would be instead of a thousand arguments where s/avery prevails. 
Here expediency and gradualism would come in as large as the giant 
of Gath, and truth, honesty, reason and conscience would appear 
much as David did in his sight. It would be of consequence here, 
both for the honor of America, and to sustain the proposition, to 
make it appear that the noble army of the Revolutionary Patriots, 
and Statesmen, would never have consented to form a Federal 
Union, had not the Constitution been so constructed as to allow 
sins of ‘the first magnitude ” to exist, and be protected by law from 
all exposure, and public censure, to work their natural consequences 
upon the body politic ; or, as Gov. E. says, p. 4, so constructed as to 
recognize “the greatest good of the greatest number, as the basis of 
the social compact ” — thus making nothing of all the rights and 
privileges of the smallest number who were the people of color—a 
rule which I conclude will need a trifling amendment, if the colored 
people should ever become the most numerous. ‘This reason in 
favor of the proposition would no doubt be conclusive with all those 
who had any patriotism, for it is easy to see that we should have 
been still in bondage to Great Britain, had not a Constitution been 
so framed, as to protect from all public exposure and censure as 
long as the world should stand, an evil of the first magnitude. In 
favor of abstaining from a discussion of such evils, on the ground of 
expediency, it might serve both as infall.ble authority, and also as a 
high eulogy upon American honor, consistency, and integrity, to 
assert, as Gov. I. does on page 30, that “The Adamses, the Han- 
cocks, and other eminent patriots of the revolution, although fresh 
from the battles of liberty, and approaching the question as essen- 
tislly an open one, deemed it nevertheless expedient to enter into a 
union with our brothers of the slave-holding s.ates on the principles 
of forbearance and toleration on this subject.” As another reason, 
it might be asserted that nearly all the mobs, and disturbances of 
the public peace, which ended in the death of martyrs, have been 
occasioned by an imprudent opposition to sin on the part of the 
martyrs. As an other reason in favor of the proposition, which 
weuld also serve as a high eulogium upon slave-holders, as long as 
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time shall last, - meiie as the universe, if not serve to rank them 
with the very patriot: of the revolt on, the preacher might confident- 
ly assert, that rather than bear to !e reproved and publicly censured 
for their sins of the first magnitude, the noble, the disinterested, 
and the patriotic South and West will sever the Fedral Un: Uns insti- 
ut: universal Lynch-law, and pull down general ancrihy and ruin 
upon the heads of the whele nation. 

But the final argument that might be made to carry all before it, 
would +e, to assert, and show bevond contradiction, that it is the 
unirersal tendemy of publicly exposing and riproving sins, at least 
those of the first magnitude, to increase them, and to spread discord, 
war, and blood-shid over the created univ rse. This might easily be 
shown by incontestible facts. For instance, Noah presumed to ex- 
pose and reprove the sins of the old world, and very soon the whole 
earth was destroyed. Christ acted on the same plan, kept a con- 
stant turmoil for the whole time of his public ministry, and brought 
ruin upon himself, which was shortl, followed by general and terri- 
ble ruin upon his whole nation. He even avowed that he came not 
to send peace on earth, but a sword, and ‘to set a man at varience 
against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.” Tis apostles followed 
his footsteps in exposing and reproving the leading sins and vices 
of their age, and were accused as pestilent fellows, and ring leaders 
of sedition, and finally, after making immense trouble, were made a 
sacrifice for the public peace. Isaiah, and Jeremiah took the same 
course, and soon the nation of Israel were carried into captivity. 
Martin Luther and his coadjutors followed their example, rent the 
mother church assunder, and no doubt laid the foundation for the 
ecclesiastical, if not the civil wars that have followed. ‘To these 
evils might be added the foreseen and evident consequences of a 
public discussion of slavery, and in this way, the certain and infal- 
lible tendency of exposing and reproving sin, might be seen to be 
evil and only evil. Let the preacher only do this, which might easi- 
ly be done no doubt, and he would magnify his office with a witness, 
and do business upon a large scale. For, it would give the lie to 
the Bible so that this great charter of offensive and unpopular hynan 
rights and duties might every where be thrown out of the aa 
into the streets, as at Boston during the mob. It would show that 
reason, conscience, and experience, “however venerable for years, are 
allacheat. Then the perfectibility of human wisdom, human power, 
human glory, and human happiness, might be established on the solid 
foundation, that every one has a complete right to do just what his heart 
desires, and to be protected by law from all public exposure, reproof, 
and warning. And the whole glory of this scheme would redound to 
the patriotic inventor, time without end. AMEN AND AMEN. 

Having thus established the proposition, and gained the heads, or 
at least the hearts and passions of his auditory, the natural inferen- 
ces would of course fall with the weight of a millstone, nay, of a 
world, upon the heads of all the wretched, infatuated, and blood- 
thirsty incendiaries, who should ever after presume to expose, agg 
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reprove any sins of men, at least of the first magnitude. Thus the 
anathemas of the chair of St. Peter, the civil officers, the mobocrats, 
and the dogs of war might be let loose upon such persons, until they 
shall all be slain, and the following prophecy be fulfilled, Rev. 11. 
&—** And their dead bodies shail lie in the street of the great city. 
And they of the people, and kindreds, and tongues, and nations, 
shall see their dead bodies three days and a half, and shall not suf- 
fer their dead bodies to be put in their graves. And they that dwell 
upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall 
send gifts one to another ; because these two prophets tormented 
them that dwelt on the earth.” 

Thus I have endeavored to carry out the principle of Governor 
Everett in his Inaugural address as I apprehend it, that evils of the 
first magnitude must not be publicly exposed and rebuked, but pro- 
tected by law from such an outrage, especially if those who commit 
them are so “exasperated” by public exposure and reproof as to 
threaten to commit more sins. Ifthe Gov. does not wish to have 
his principle of abstaining from discussion carried so far as I have 
carried it out, let him specify just what errors and sins, both of the 
first, or of a less magnitude he is willing to have publicly exposed 
and reproved, for, as an American citizen, I wish to know distinctly 
the proposed limits to this political domination over men’s conscien- 
ces, so that 1 may determine whether it will be safe to continue any 
longer a citizen of Massachusetts, or like Roger Williams, flee to 
Rhode Island. 

If I have misapprehended the meaning of Gov. Everett, I have 
not done it intentionally. I trust nothing that I have written will 
be taken as an expression of personal or official disrespect, which I 
would ever discountenace. I call not in question his abilities as a 
statesman, or a man of letters, nor have I forgotten the thrilling in- 
terest and cordial approbation I felt while reading his plea form the 
poor Indian,’’ while a member of Congress. And I the more deeply 
regret what appears to me his present fundamental political and 
moral heresy in relation to a question where duty appears to call 
upon him quite as imperitively to take the part of the down-trodden 
poom@and oppressed. I have no disposition to doubt that he really 
supposes that he is doing God and his country service in the 
ground he has taken on this question—much less to deny his piety, 
for it is plain from his address, as Paul says of himself in the sev- 
enth chapter of Romans, that there is a great strugg'e in his mind 
between nature and grace. He says, p. 9. “ While the contempla- 
tion of our numerous political and social blessings is calculated to 
fill us with grateful emotions, it should inspire us with the resolute 
purpose of discharging the duty, which their possession devolves up- 
onus. It rests with us to take care, that these privileges pass un- 
impaired to our children. To this end, we must preserve our insti- 
tutions in their purity. We must keep alive their spirit. We must 
see that principles, which are in all time the same, are embodied in 
laws and forms, that keep pace with the increase of intelligence. 
This will require us not merely to hold fast that which is good, but 
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to introduce those improvements and reforms, which may ke de- 
manded by the growth of knowledge in the science of government ; 
by the elevation of the standard of public morality ; and, in general, 
by the lessons of experience. The people of America should be 
the last blindly to adhere to what is established, merely as such ; 
and it may sometimes be our duty to imitate our forefathers, in the 
great trvit of their characters,—the courage of reform, rather than to 
bow implicitly to their authority in matters, in which the human 
mind has made progress since their day.” Again, on p. 15. “ It 
can never be the duty of the state to protect the citizen against the 
disappointment of expectations, not waranted by reason and justice. 
It would be monstrous to arest the progress of reform, in acknowl- 
edged abuses, because a small portion of citizens had entered into 
contracts, in the expectation that these abuses would never be re- 
formed.” 

These remarks I attribute to grace. The others of an opposite 
complexion I ascribe to nature. And if Gov. Everett shall still per- 
sist in enjoining his prayer, upon all the patriotic citizens of Massa- 
chusetts, | have thoughts of proposing another, that grace in our 
government may triumph over nature. 


CHARLES SIMMONS. 


ECCLESIASTICAL BOARD. 


Tue Ecclesiastical Board of Trustees for the Propagation of the 
Gospel convened in the city of New-York; agreeably to the Consti- 
tution, May 12, 1856, and adjourned to meet the next day, in the 
4th Presbyterian Church, Newark, N. J., at half past one o’clock, 
P. M., for the transaction of business. In accordance with this vote, 
the Board again convened and the meeting was opened with prayer 
by the President. 

The Prudential Committee presented their First Annual Report, 
which was read, accepted, and ordered to be printed. 

The Auditor being absent from the city, Mr. Ellison Conger was 
appointed to examine the Treasurer’s account, which was presented 
and accepted. 

The following officers were elected for the year ensuing, viz: 

WILLIAM R. WEEKS, Newark, N. J. Presivenrt. 

OTIS THOMPSON, Rehoboth, Mass. Vice Presivenrt. 
OTIS THOMPSON, } 
WILLIAM R. WEEKS, } 
ELLISON CONGER, Newark, N. J. Prudential 
DANIEL THOMAS, Abington, Mass. } 

MOSES THACHER, North Wrentham, Mass. \ Committee. 
CHRLES SIMMONS, Hebronville, Mass. 

ISAAC C. WINANS, Newark, N. J. 

ISAAC C. WINANS, Recording Secretary. 

MOSES THACHER, Corresponding Secretary. 

JOHN A. PAINE, Newark, N. J. Treasurer. 

AARON WARD, do, Auditor, 
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In pursuance of propositions mide at the organization ofthe Board, 
the tollowing amendments to tie Constitution were unanimously 
adopted, viz: 

‘That any individual, thongh not belonging to a church repre- 
sented in this Board, may yet become an honor:ry member, with 
liberty to sit and debate, upon su oserthin sour Contession of Faith, 
and contributing to the ‘Treasury not less than five dollars a year ; 
and, 

* That the Constitution be so altered, as to allow the annual meet- 
ings to be holden in other places than the city of New-York.’ 

The place for the vext annual meeting was accordingly referred 
to the Prudential Committee. 

The Annual Sermon was preached by Mr. Thompson, of Reho- 
both, Mass., from the following text :—2 Peter, iii. 15, 16. * And 
account that the long suffering of our Lord is salvation ;— 
even as our beloved brother Paul also, according to the wisdom giv- 
en unto him, hath written unto you; as also in all his epistles, 
speaking in them ofthese things; in which are some things hard 
to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, 
as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their own destruction.’ 

Moses Thacher was appointed preacher for the next Anniversary, 
and Mr. Thomas, of Abington, Mass., his substitute. 

All the buisiness of the Board and of the Prudential Committee,— 
a more full report of which will speedily be published in a pamphlet 
form,—was transacted with such interest and unanimity as may be 
considered truly encouraging to the friends of sound doctrine ; and 
the Board have already received substantial pledges, that money 
shall not be wanting, when the Prudential Committee can find 
means for its use, agreeably to the spirit of our Confession and the 
provisions of the Constitution. It is in view of these promised re- 
sources, rather than of the amount actually in the treasury, that the 
Committee are constrained to say, ‘ We have money, but not men.’ 
In view also of these, and similar pledges, the Committee are dis- 
posed to ask, with serious earnestness, ‘ Where ts the man, who is 
ready to go forth to Africa, and there open a mission, and labor and 
suffer, in the spirit of Elliot and of Brainerd, for the conversion of 
the heathen and the propagation of evangelical truth?” When such 
a man stands forth, and says, ‘“‘ Here am J, send me ;” the Commit- 
tee feel warranted to engage, that he shall receive a commission and 
a competent support. 


REPORT OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


That God may be glorified in the existence and welfare of his 
church, is the great end of his plan and work of redemption. It is 
for this purpose that the Lord Jesus Christ has commanded the 
gospel to Le published among all nations; and to effect this object 
every Christian minister should engage and persevere in his work. 
One, who was “ not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles,’’ has 
affirmed, ‘“‘ Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this 
grace given, that} should preach among the Gentiles the unsearch- 
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able riches of Christ; and to make all men see what is the fellow- 
ship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath 
been hd in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ; to the 
intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places, 
might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, accord- 
ing to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”’? This was the object which the apostle kept in view from 
the commencement of his ministry, for which he “suffered the loss 
of all things,” and for which he endured persecutions, aflictions, 
stripes, bonds, imprisonment, and even the pains of death. The 
gospel which he preached was not of man’s invention. All its 
principles, and all its precepts came from God. On this ground he 
wrote to the Galatians, ‘‘ But though we, or an angel from heaven 
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now 
again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him be accursed. For do I now persuade men, 
or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I 
should not be the servant of Christ. But I certify you, brethren, 
that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man, neither 
was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

This gospel contains certain doctrines or first principles, which 
lie at its foundation. ‘To subvert these, is to subvert its whole sys- 
tem; and it is necessary to keep them prominently in view, in or- 
der to exhibit its chief glory and excellence. There can be no ra- 
tional or scriptural ground of hope, that God will appear in his glory 
and build up Zion, while the doctrines of grace are veiled in ob- 
scurity, or treated as matters of mere speculation. If sinners are 
awakened, they must be awakened in view of truth; if they are 
convicted, they are convicted in view of truth; and if they are con- 
verted, they are converted in view of truth. It is by the light of 
truth, that saints are sanctified, or ‘‘ grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” ‘This is the sin- 
cere milk of the word, by which their souls are sustained ; and if it 
is withholden, they must languish and starve. The great apostle to 
the Gentiles inculcated upon the minds of his Corinthian converts, 
the doctrine of divine sovereignty, the doctrine of divine decrees 
and agency, the doctrine of the Trinity, the doctrine of Christ’s 
Deity and humanity, the doctrine of a vicarious atonement, the 
doctrine of election and reprobation, the doctrine of total depravity, 
the doctrine of regeneration by the special and creative influence of 
the Holy Spirit, the doctrine of justification on the ground of 
Christ’s death, the doctrine of the samts’ persevereance, and the 
doctrine of a future retribution, when the righteous will be reward- 
ed and the wicked punished for ever, according to their works. 
From these great, fundamentsl principles of the gospel, he enforced 
the duty of supreme love to God and disinteresied love to Leimg in 
general, the duty of immediate repentence, the duty of unreserved 
and unconditional submission, the duty of sel&denial, the daty of 
faith in Christ, and all other duties, which can ever result from the 
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entire and absolute dependence and accountability of mora! creatures; 
and then he tells these same converts or babes in Curist, “I have 
fed you with milk, and not with meat; for hitherto ye were not 
able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.” Another apos.le says, 
** OF his own will begat he us with the word of truth ;” and it was 
when the ‘ word of God was preached, with the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven,’ that the church was greatly enlarged, strength- 
ened and edified ; and when God thus builds up Zion, he is declar- 
ed to ‘ appear in his glory.’ 

The conversion of sinners, the prosperity of the Church, and the 
ushering in of the “latter day glory,” therefore, depend upon a 
clear, full, and continued exhibition of what have been emphatically 
called “ the doctrines of grace.” As the time is drawing nigh, and 
all things are preparing for ‘‘ the battle of that great day of God Al- 
mighty,” which is to precede the uviversal reign of the ‘ Prince of 
Peace ;”’ these great truths should te made to shine with more re- 
splendent lustre, amidst surrounding darkness, and the friends of 
truth should gird on the panoply of the gospel for its defence. 

Impressed with the weight of this sentiment, and the imperitive 
nature of this duty; individual members of various churches in dif 
ferent parts of our country were induced to take measures which 
resulted in the formation of ‘ ‘Tue Ecciestasticat Boarp or Trus- 
TEES FOR THE PropaGaTION of THE GosreL.’ This Board was 
organized in the city of Providence, R. I., on the 29th of Septem- 
ber, 1835, and a Prudential Committee of seven members, was ap- 
pointed to superintend its fiscal concerns. This Committee have 
held meetings for business once in two months, alternately at New- 
ark, N. J., and Hebronville, Mass. Under the direction of the 
Board, they have published one thousand copies of a Circular, set- 
ting forth the Confession of Faith and principles of the Association, 
the objects for which it was instituted, and inviting the attention 
and co-operation of churches and individuals, who may accord with 
their views and be disposed to aid in a work of so much !mportance 
to the interests of Zion. ‘This Circular has been sent abroad to a 
wide extent, and put into the hands of such persons as were thought 
to be friendly to the general objects of the Board, and might be in- 
clined to exert an influence in favor of its operations. ‘There are 
still, however, between twoand three hundred copies in the hands of 
the Corresponding Secretary for gratuitous distribution, or subject 
to the order of the Board. 

The encouragement which has been received, to advance the ob- 
jects for which the Board has been constituted, has been as great 
as could reasonably be expected during the short time which has 
elapsed since its organization. Individuals from various parts of 
of the country have expressed their entire approbation of its prin- 
ciples and objects, some of whom have already contributed to its 
funds, and others have expressed their determination, that whatev- 
er they contribute for charitable purposes, shall flow through this 
chanel. 

The sum already collected, and pledged by responsible individ- 
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uals, amounts to 364 dollars and “75 cents. The expenditures of 
the Board have hitherto amounted to only 12 dollars and 83 cents. 

This small expenditure hay been owing to the fact, that the 
Committee have not yet been able to engage a suitable person to 
act as a missionary in any field, in which they might have felt them- 
selves authorised to locate a laborer. While other instit:tions have 
been constrained to cry, ‘ We have men, but not money?’ in behalf 
of the Ecclesiastical Board, we are obliged to lament, that ‘ we have 
money but not men.’ It is believed, that the num er of tho-e min- 
isters is comparatively small, who are willing to practice selfdenial 
in support of the heart-searching and heart-humbling doctrines of 
the gospel. When we can find those, who are willing to render 
themselves unpopular for the truth’s sake, we shall find those who 
stand ready to ‘go out to Christ without the camp, bearing bis re- 
proach.’ ‘That the Commitiee, however, will soou be able to ex- 
pend the funds of the Board upon such laborers, they are not with- 
out encouraging hope. 

One young man, a graduate of Yale College, who is now pursu- 
ing his ‘Theological Studies, has applied to the Committee for aid 
expressing his assent to our Contession of faith. ‘Taking his re- 
quest and statement into consideration, the Committee passed the 
tullowing vote, viz :— 

* Voted, That assistance be afforded him, provided he furnish 
satisfactory credentials, that he is in good standing in the church, 
sustains a good moral and Christian character, is really indigent, 
and that he is pursuing or intends to pursue his Theological studies 
under an instructor or imstructors who give their assent to our Cun- 
fession of Faith.” 

The Committee deemed it iniportant to take this precaution, be- 
cause they considered it an object of the Board to aid in raising up 
such ministers as will boldly and faithfully defend and imeulcate the 
first principles of the Goxpel, as set forth in their Confession ; and 
they could not con-istently, in any case, render themselves liable to 
have thé@ir exertions neutralised by lax or incorrect ‘Theological in- 
struction. ‘The above named vote has been communicated to the 
applicant, who has since rep!.ed tothe Corresponding Secretary, that ke 
shall pro:ably wish eventually to avail himself of the aid of the 
Board, on the conditions proposed ; but has now the prospect of be- 
ing able to sustain himself for the current year by his own exer- 
tions. 

At the second meeting of the Prudential Committee, an individ- 
ual, who is understood to be a gentleman of res ponsibility, and for 
whom a sufficient guarantee has been given, pledged the annuity of 
Five Hundred Dollars for ten years, toward the commencement 
and support of a Mission to Africa. The Committee having taken 
this proposition under consideration proceeded to pass s the follow- 
ing votes, viz :— 

%e Voted, That the proposition of an individual toestablish a Mise 
sion in Africa, and his li eral offer, pledging five hundred Dollars 
annually, fur ten years, for that object, are worthy of our serious cone 

‘ sidgration and grateful ack nowledzemeyts. 
28 
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“ Voted, That in view of the Prudential Committee, a Mission 
to Africa is desirablé, as soon as an elligible field can be selected, 
a suitable missionary procured, and the necessary arrangements can 
be made to carry the same into effect. 

* Voted, That a correspondence be opened with missionaries and 
others on the Easterm Continent, or with any persons from whom 
information can be obtained ; in order to ascertain the most suit- 
able place in Africa for the establishment of the contemplated Mis- 
sion.” 

The Committee have not yet had time to obtain the information 
contemplated in these resolutions; nor have they yet been able to 
hear any man say, “‘ Here am I, send me.” ‘They hope, however, 
that, erclong, both of these important objects will be secured. 

As one object of the Board contempleted the publication and 
distribution of Books and Tracts, for the diffusion of evangelical 
truth; the Committee have deemed it important, that a portion of 
the funds now on hand should be appropriated tor this purpose.— 
They have accordingly requested one of their number to compile a 
“Minor Catechism, comprising a summary of the doctrines and duties 
ofthe gospel, with a view to its being published by the Board.” It was 
also voted, “'That in view of the Prudential Committee, a new 
edition of Weeks’s “ Nine Sermons”—-is very desirable, and that it 
be recommended to the Ecclesiastical Board to consider the expe- 
diency of taking measures for their publication.” The Catechism 
referred to, is understocd to have been compiled ; but at the time 
of preparing this Report, had not been presented to the Commit- 
tee. ‘The other proposition, likewise, had not yet come before the 
Board.. These circumstances are alluded to, towever, in order to 
give a more complete view of the transactions of the Committee. 

There are some other topics, which might be embraced in this 
Report; but it is deemed unnecessary now to introduce them. 
They may, with propriety, occupy a place in some future papers of 
the Board. 

The foregoing statements are deemed sufficient, in order“to_pre- 
sent a fair view of the present standing of the Board: and the Com- 
mittee can safely say, that as the principles and objects of the Asso- 
ciation are becoming known, they are gaining in favor with the 
friends of sound doctrine. In humble reliance upon the _ blessing 
of God, and fervent prayers for the influence of the Holy Spirit, the 
Committee see no cause whatever for discouragement, but abundant 
reasons to per-evere in the great ind important work with renewed 
vigor, zeal and activity. Warm, devoted, and devotional hearts, as 
well as clear heads are necessary to perseverance and success in 
these operations; and it is of vast importance, that they be con- 
stantly cherished, in order to take away the reproach, that the fun- 
damental truths of the gospel are mere matters of speculation, and 
adapted to freeze the spirit of vital godliness. The friends of sound 
doctrine, of all persons have the best opportunity practically to illus- 
trate the truth, that it ‘is good to be zealously affected always in 
a good thing.” By order of the Committee, 


MOSES THACHER, Corresponding Scerctary. 
May 12, 1236. 
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DOINGS OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


After the Board had adjourned, the Prudential Committee for the 
ensuing year, convened and organized at the house of Dr. Weeks. 

A ‘Child’s Catechism,’ compiled by one of the members, was 
presented, revised by lessons, and approved ; after which it was vot- 
ed, that @NE THOUSAND cupies BE PUBLISHED. This Catechism, 
it is presumed, will be found to be one of the most simple, system- 
atic and instructive for youth and children, which has yet been put 
into their hands; and its printing will be commenced as soon as it 
can be corrected for the press. Orders for it, addressed to the Cor- 
responding Secretary, will receive prompt attention. 

In addition to the publication of the above named work, the Com- 
mittee are making arrangements for a new edition of Week’s ‘ Nine 
Sermons, on the decrees and Agency of Ged,’ which they hope to is- 
sue in the course of the yeir. They have also appointed individ- 
uals to write Commentaries, to be pu! lished under the direction of 
the Board, on the following portions of Scripture, viz :— The Gospel 
according to Matthew, the Gospel according to John, the Epistle to 
the Romans, the Hpistle to the Ephesians, the Epistle to the Phil- 
lipiaus, aud the two Epistles of Peter. This work és assigned to 
those, who, itis hoped and expected will prosecute it with vigor ; 
and every portion will be put to press, in convenient numbers for 
distribution, as soon as it can be prepared and revised for publication. 
It is a work, too, which the Committee intend to prosecute in respect 
to other portions of Scripture, so far as, in their judgement, they 
can thereby advance the interests and influence of divine truth. 

It is deemed desirable to name these proceedings, that the friends 
of truth, who have been encouraged by the formation of the Eccle- 
siastical Board, may not entirely despair of baving their hopes and 
expectations realjsed. 

It may be proper to add that the Committee have commissioned 
two clergymen, in whom they have implicit confidence, to labor as 
sissionaries, in different places, each for the term of eight weeks. 


From the Utica Christian Repository. 
DIRECTIONS TO A BIBLE CLASS, 


1. Enter upon the duties of the class with a deep sense of the im- 
portance of an accurate and thorough knowledge of the scriptyres, 
remembering that the Bi>le isa revelation from God, and that he 
holds you responsible for the right improvement of the means of 
knowledge which he has placed in your power. Fix your mind 
strongly in the resolution to persevere, notwithstanding any difii- 
culties with which you may meet, and not to be discouraged if many 
questions should be put to you which you cannot answer. No great 
acquirements are ever made without labor, and little progress in 
knowledge is to be expected, unless your minds are directed to thg 
investigation of things, of which yoo had not previously thougtit. 
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2. Sit down to the examination of the portion of scripture assign- 


ed, with a humble, prayerful, and teachable disposition, looking to 
God for instruction in truth and duty, and being ready to receive 
wh itever he tefches without murmurings and disputings; remem- 
bering thit the great end of knowing the truth is to obey it. Be 
ready to lay aside all prepossessions, all preconceived opinions, and 
to conform all your views and feelings to the word of God. 

3. Remember that the proper use of reason is to ascertain what 
the scriptures do teach, not what they may or may not teach ; and 
that, having discovered what they say, it is more reasonable for us, 
where we cannot see the propriety of it, rather to distrust our own 
wisdom than to call in question the wisdom of God. ‘There are no 
inconsistencies nor contradictions in the scriptures; and that sys- 
tem of doctrines and duties, which lets every part of scripture mean 
as it says, is doubtless the true system of Bible truth, whether it is, 
or is not, to be found entire in any human creeds, or among any 
denomination of professed christians. 

4. The grand rule of interpretation is, tolet the Bible mean as it 
says. It is a revelation from God, designed for the use of all classes 
of people. It would be an impeachment of the divine wisdom, to 
suppose the true meaning of any part to be so dark and obscure, as 
not to be adapted to answer the end for which the Holy Spirit dic- 
tated it to the inspired penmen. ‘Timothy, from achild, had known 
the holy scriptures ; and why should it be.supposed that other chil- 
dren should not be able to know them as well as he, if they attend 
to them with the same faithfulness, and have the same assistance of 
pious parents and instructers that he had ? 

To ascertain what any passage says, consider what the words 
mean, ‘according to their common acceptation, and according to 
their usage elsewhere in the scriptures: if they have more mean- 
ings than one, consider the connection, and the su‘ ject of discourse ; 
and then conclude that the plainest and most obvious sense of the 
words, when used in such a connexion and on such a subject, is 
most likely to be their true sense in the passage before you. 

5 Moke the following inquiries respecting every verse : 

What is the meaning of the words ? 

Have any of them more senses than one? 

What are those senses ? 

In what sense are they used here ? 

Why should that sense be ascribed to them here ? 

Is any doctrine taught here ? 

How does it appear that that doctrine is taught here? 

What other passage teaches the same doctrine? 

What duty grows out of that doctrine ? 

Is any duty taught here ? 

Is it taught by precept, or by example? 

When ought that duty to be performed ? 

Can you mention any promise to those who perform that duty ? 

Can you mention any threatening to those who neglect that duty ? 


Qs whas doctrine is that duty the practical result? 
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What sin is the opposite of that duty ? 

Is any sin here spoken of? 

Of which of the ten commandments is that sin a violation, and 
why? 

Can you mention any threatening against that particular sin ? 

Can you mention any promise to those who perform the opposite 
duty ? 

What other doctrines or duties grow out of those here spoken of ? 

Are those duties binding upon particular persons, or upon all? 

If upon particular persons, are there any corresponding duties 
binding upon those who are in a corresponding relation ? 

Are there any farts here related? 

When did they take place ? 

Where did they take place? 

Can you mention any similar important facts recorded elsewhere? 

Is any doctrine or duty connected with these facts, and how? 

What may we learn from these facts ? 

6. If a prophecy is recorded or referred to, inquire— 

What is the meaning of this prophecy ? 

To whom does it relate ? 

Has it begun to be fulfilled? when, and how ? 

Does any part of its fulfillment remain? 

How is it to be further fulfilled ? 

If referted to—where is it to be found? 

How long was it written before its fulfillment ? 

Is any doctrine or duty connected with it, and how ? 

7. If a miracle ts brought into view, inquire— 

By whom was this miracle performed ? 

In whose name, and by whose authority was it performed ? 

For what purpuse was it performed ? 

Is any doctrine or duty connected with it, and how? 

8. When any christian grace or temper is brought into view, 

inquire— 

What other graces does it resemble? 

How is it distinguished from them ? 

How is it distinguished from its counterfeits ? 

Can you mention any other example or expression of this grace ? 

Can yon mention any blessing connected with it ? 

What sinful temper is its opposite ? 

Can you mention any threatening or curse which is connected 
with that? 

9. If any person is brought into view inquire— 

Who was he? 

What was his occupation ? 

What was his character ? 

Where did he reside ? 

Can you mention any of the principal events of his life? 

What became of him? 

Was this person typical, and how ? 

}f{ any classes of men, as the priests, scribes, pharisees, apostles, 
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ministers of the gospel, and the like, make similar inquiries. 

0. If any place is mentioned, inquire— 

Where was this place situated ? 

What direction from Jerusalem ? 

What remarkable personage or event can you mention as con- 

nected with this place ? 

Is this place typical, and how ? 

11. Ifany parable is spoken, inquire— 

What is the leading doctrine or duty which this parable is in- 

tended to teach ? 

How does it illustrate and enforce that doctrine or duty ? 

What connection have the several parts with the whole ? 

Can you mention any other passage which teaches that doctrine 
or duty? 

12. If any figure of speech is introduced, inquire— 

What is the literal meaning conveyed by this figure ? 

What other passage teaches the same meaning in literal language ? 

What is the design and effect of the figure ? 

13. If any divine institution is brought into view, as sacrifice, the 
passover, baptism, the Sabbath, public worship, and the like, in- 
quire— 

What is the design of this institution ? 

When was it instituted ? 

Where was it instituted ? 

On what occasion was it instituted ? 

Who were bound to observe it ? 

What external actions were to be performed in the observance 

of it ? 

With what temper of mind was it to be observed ? 

What benefits were connected with its due observance ? 

What evils were connected with the neglect of it ? 

Has any alteration taken place in respect to this institution ? 

Is it still in force, and why ? 

Had it any typical signification, and what ? 

Can any doctrine or duty be infered from it, and how’ 

14. If any custom is brought into view, inqnire— 

What was this custom ? 

Was it of a civil or religious nature ? 

Was it right, or wrong, or in itself a matter of indifference ? 

Were any bound to observe it, and who? 

Are any now bound to observe it, and why ? 

What may be learned from it? 

What is the design of its being mentioned here ? 

Whenever any doctrine or duty is to be inferred from any of the 
foregoing particulars, make the same inquiries respecting that doc- 
trine or that duty, as were directed in the inquiries on every verse. 

Such inquiries as these, and others of a similar nature, which the 
student may find suggested by his own reflections, ought to be made 
in the investigation of every lesson, although all of these questions 
should not be asked by the instructer at every. recitatiqn. 
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When any answer is fixed upon, in the mind of the student, as 
the proper one, the inquiry ought always to be thought of, why is 
this th: proper ansucr? |i is of great importance to be always able 
to give a reason for every opinion that we express, and to see that 
that reason is a scriptural one. 

Bibles that have marginal references, and dates at the top of the 
page, and a Map of the Holy land, will be a great help to the student. 
Commentators may be consulted; but their opinions should not be 
implicitly adopted, without a plain “* thus saith the Lord.” A Con- 
cordance will be very useful, in order to find other places where the 
same words and phrases are used. It is a good remark, that the 
scripture is its own best interpreter. To make it se, we need to be 
fanuliar with the whole, and carefully compare one part with another, 
uot making one part contradict another by our interpretation, but 
understanding every part so as to be consistent with the whole, al- 
lowing it all to mean as it says. 

The following que-tions and answers are given for the purpose of 
affording some illustration of the foregoing directions, by 

EXAMPLE. 
Matthew 4. 1. 
Where was Jesus led by the Spirit ? 
Into the wilderness. 

What is a wilderness? 

In the east it is a barren, uninhabitable tract of country. 

Has the word spirit more than one meaning in the scriptures ?— 

It has. 

What are those meanings? It sometimes means temper or dispo- 
sition, and sometimes an intelligent being distinct from a body. 

What is its meauing in this passage? An intelligent beiug. 

By what Spirit was Jesus led into the wilderuess? By the Spirit 
of God. 

Why do you think so? Because the Spirit of God is the Spirit 
mentioned im the verse but one before this ; because he went thither 
for a good and important purpose ; and because it seems inconsist- 
ent with the character of Jesus to suppose he was led by an evil 
spirit. 

What is meant by his being kd? Being powerfully influenced to 

0. 
. For what purpose did the Spirit lead Jesus into the wilderness ? 
To be tempted of the devil. 

Has the word tempt, more than one meaning in the scriptures ? 
It has. 

What are those different meanings? To try, in a good sense, or 
in a bad sense; and to solicit or persuade to -in. 

In what sense is it used here’ In the sense of soliciting or per- 
suading to sin. 

What is the meaning of the word deril? In general, a false ac- 
cuser or slanderer. It means here an evil spirit. 

Who is the devil? Satan, the old serpent, the father of lies, the 
greatest wicked being in the universe. 
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Was he always a devil? No, he was created holy. 

Are there more beings than one of this sort? Yes; there are 
great numbers of them. 

What were they before they became devils? They were angels 
of light. 

Where do you learn this? In Jude 6. ‘The angels which kept 
not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved 
in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great 
day.” 

What is to become of them at last? They are to be cast into 
hell, with the wicked from among men. aa 

Can you mention any passage which teaches this? Mat. 25. 41. 
“Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels.” 

What doctrine is taught in this verse, and how? The doctrine 
of decrees. God purposed that Jesus should be tempted of the devil. 

Do you recollect any other passage which teaches the same doc- 
trine? Luke 22. 22. “The Son of man goeth as it was determined ; 
but wve unto that man by whom he is betrayed.” 

What duties are the practical result of that doctrine, and why ? 
Perseverance in the use of means, because the decrees connect means 
and ends; submission to God and confidence in him, rejoicing in 
the Lord always, because he will certainly order all things in the 
wisest and best manner. 

On whom are those duties binding? On all intelligent beings, 
whether good or bad. 

When did this transaction take place? Inthe year of our Lord 27. 

Mat. 4. 17. 

What did Jesus then begin todo? He began to preach. 

How old was he when he began to preach’? About 30 years. 

What did he say in his preaching? 

Repent ; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

What is repentance’? A change of mind; sorrow for sin. 

Is there more than one kind of repentance mentioned in the scrip- 
tures? There is; a true and a false. 

Can you give an example? Judas exercised one kind, when he 
repented and hanged himself; another kind is connected with salva- 
tion. 

Do you recollect any good expression of true repentance? Ezek. 
36. 31. “Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your do- 
ings that were not good, and shall loathe yourselves in your own 
sig ht, for your iniquities, and for your abominations.” 

How is true repentance distinguished from false? True repent- 
ance is sorrow for sin because of its own evil nature; false repent- 
ance is sorrow for sin from fear of punishment or hope of reward. 

What is to be repented of? Sin. 

What is sin?) The transgression of the law. 

What does the law require? Supreme love to God and impartial 
love to the creature. 

What doctrine does the duty of repentance grow out of? The 
doctrine of moral depravity. 
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Ou wioa ts the duty tindius 2? Gn all sinners. 

What promise is made to thuse who truly repent? The promise 
ef forgiveness. 

How many of the actions of the unconverted need to be repented 
of? All their voluntary actions. 

When is it your duty to repent? Immediately. 

Is it as much in your power to repent now, as to do any thing 
else? It is; for it is a voluntary loathing of ourselves that is re- 
quired. 

Can sinners have any excuse for not repenting now? They can- 
not; else they would not be required to do it now. 

is repentance a holy @xercise? It is; for it is connected with 
the promise of eternal life. 

Can God require any thing of sinners which does not imply holi- 
ness of heart? He cannot; for it would be to require sin. 

Do christians ever do any thing of which they need to repent? 
They do, daily ; for there is no man that sinneth not. 

Why did vot Jesus direct them to pray God to give them repent , 
ance, and wart ti] God should do it? Because it is their duty to 
repent now, without waiting ; and because the prayer that has no 
repentance in it, is an abomination to the Lord. 

What sin is tne opposite of repentance? Impenitence; continu- 
ing in the love and practice of sin. 

What threatening is denounced against those who do not repent ? 
“ Except ve repent ye shall all likewise perish.” 

What reason did Jesus give for exhorting men to repent? The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Has the phrase kingdom of hraren more than one meaning in the 
scriptures It sometimes signifies the gospel di-pensation, or the 
true church on earth, and sometimes the state of glory in heaven. 

Which does it mean in this place? The former. 

Can you mention any prophecy of it, under that name? Dan. 2. 
44. “In the days of the-e kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom which shall never be destroyed. 

How long was this prophecy written before its fulfilment? Above 
600 years. 

Does any part of its fulfilment yet remain? Yes; it began to be 
fulfilled when the gospel dispensation was set up, and it ts still re- 
ceiving its fulfilment in the continuance of the true church in the 
world. ~ 

Mat. 4. 18, 19. 

Where was Jesus walking, at that time? By the sea of Galilee. 

Where is that sea? In Galilee, which is the northern part of the 
Holy Land. 

Which way from Jerusalem is it? Northeast? 

By what other names is it call.d? ‘The sea of Tiberias, and the 
lake of Gennesaret. 

Can you mention any remarka le event connected with it? The 
miraculous draft of fishes was in this sea. It was near it that Jesus fed 


5000 with five — 4000. with seven loaves. It was on it shag 
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Jesus walked. And it was on its shore pee Jesus showed himself 
to his disciples after his resurrection 

Whom did Jesus see there? Simon Peter and Andrew his brother. 

Who were they? Obscure Galileaus, sons of Junas. 

To what city did they belong? Bethsaida. 

Where 1s that place? On the east side of the sea of Galilee. 

Whiat was their employment? They were fishermen. 

What were they domz when Jesus saw tiem? They were cast- 
img a net into the sea. 

What was their character? They became good men, and apos- 
tles of Christ 

Can jou mention any rmirkable events of their subsequent lives ? 
Peter walked upon the water at the command of Jesus, was a wit- 
ness of his Ma-ter’s transtizuration, was with him at the time of his 
agony in the g orden, drew the sword to prevent his beins apprehends 
ed, and densed ‘ii soon after Ile preached on the day ot Pente- 
cost, when 30 vere converied, and otterwards atthe healing of 
the lameinwn, when 50 more were eomverted. He was taught 
by a vision to preach the gospel co the Gentiles. Tle was imprison- 
ed by Herod, and delivered by an angel He wrote two of the books 
of the New Testament. Nothing very remarkable is recorded af 
Andrew. 

What_became of them? “Phey suffered martyrdom. 

What did Jesus direct them to do?) To follow tim 

What does that mean? To accompany him in his journeyings 
and also to receive his in-tructins and obey them 

What did he promise them? To make them fishers of men. 

What does that mean’ That they should be i-trameutal of con- 
verting men to Gad. 

What may we learn from his requiring them to follow hina first, 
before they becam fishers of men? “Phat ministers must be geod 
men, and must learn before they cum teach 

What may se lear from the phrase “1 will make you fishers of 
men?” ‘That it depend~ upon God whether uctmeters shall be in- 
strumental of convertins vny. 

Can you mention any other passage which teaches that? Paul says, 
“T have pla ted, Apollos watered, but God gave the merease. So 
then neither ix he that planteth any th ng, ueither he that watereth ; 
but God that giveth the rucrease.”” W. R. W. 





Tue Senses np Reason.—Seme philosophers have contended 
very strenuously for the fallacy of the senses, professing to discover 
this fallacy by the force of reason Dr. Reid, speaking of such, says 
very pertinently—* It seems to be a very untavera le secount of the 
workmanship of the Supreme Benz, to think that he hos given us 
one faculty to deceive us, viz. our senses, and sou faculty, viz. our 
reason, to detect that fallacy.” 


- 
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REVIEW. 
[coxtixveD, From p. 169.] 


Awrvt Discuosures or Maria Monn, as erhibifed in a Narra- 
vive of hr sufferings during aresidence of five ycarsas a Novice, 
and two years us a Brack Nun, in the Hote, Dieu Nunnery at 
Monrreat. 

“Lone out of her, my poople, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and 
that ye reriece not of ker plagues.” —Rev. xviii. 4—New-\ ork : 
Published by How & Bares, Nu. 18 Caatham strevt, 1836. — 
pp. 231. 


Tae details of this book should be a matter of interest to Protest- 
ants of the United States, and teach them not merely the core 
fuptions and abominations of Popery, bur tle systematic exertions 
used by P pists, in order te bring Protestant children under the in- 
fluence of their relizion. Ut seems by Moria’s account, that nuns, 
from the Congregational Nannery in Montreal, are sent forth as 
school-teacher=, not only in ther own Province, “ut to instruct 
Protestant children of the United States. “These fact~ are twice al- 
Juded to in an incidental manner, m the Norrative before me, which 
shows the un» ear ed vigilance and con-1ant efforts of the Roman 
priests, to menicate their dogmas upon the yet unsophisticated minds 
of those children who had not been accustomed to their pernicious 
instructions. The parents of Miss Monk were both at least nomir 
nal Protestants : and it was through the nfluence of Popis=h teachers, 
that she was induced to take the veil, and Lee «me a participator’ in 
tose crimes, which coustiate the main salject of her “ awful dis- 
elosures.” Other Protestant children were brought under the same 
influence, aud aheir system appesrs to have Leen widely extended. 

“A nuinber of girls of my acquaintance went to school tothe nuns of the 
Congregational Nunnery, cr Sisters of Charity, as they are sometimes called, 
The schools taught by them are perhaps ire vuminercus than some of my 
readers may imogine. Nuns are sent out trom that Convent to many of the 
towns and villages of Cinada toteach sinill schools; and some of them are 
established as instructresses in different parts of the United States.”’ p. 20. 

“ Phere was a frequent ehange of teachers in the School of the Nunnery ; 
and no regular system was pursued in our instruction. There were many 
murs who came and went while I was there. being frequently called in and 
out without any perceptible reason. They supply school teachers to many 
of the country towns, usually two for each of the towns with which I was 
acquainted, besides sending sisters of Charity to d.Acrent parts of the United 
Swte-’ jp. 29, 30. 

{1 is often alleged, that, iu these schools of the nunnery, the teache 
ers never requize Protestants to conform to their ceremonies, or exer 
any influence to induce them to change their religion. This plau- 
sible affirmation, however, is directly contradicted by the experience 
and affirmations of Maria Monk. ; ~ 


‘On my entrance. [that is, to the Congregational Nunnery.] the Superior 
met me, and told me first of all, that I must always dip my fingers into the 
holy water at her door, cross inyself, and sty ashort prayer; and this she’ 
told me was always required of Protestant as well as Catholic childsep,” 
p- 21. ; 
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“ Some of the priests of the seminary often visited the Congregational 
Nunnery, and both catechised and talked with us on religion. The Superi- 
or of the Black Nuanery adj ining, also occasionally, came inte the school, 
and enlarged on the advantages we enjoyed in having such teachers, and 
dropped something new and tlren relating to her owm Convent, calculated to 
make us entertain the highest ideas of it, and to make us sometimes think 
of the possibility of getting into it. 

‘* Among the instructions given us by the priests, some of the most point- 
ed were those directed against the Protestant Brble. They often enlarged 
0.1 the evil tendency of that book, and told us that but for it many a soul 
n-w condemned to hell, and suffering eternal punishment, might have been 
in happiness. They could not say any thing in its favor: for that would be 
speaking against religion and againstGod. They warned us against its wo, 
and represented it as a thing very dangerous to oursouls. In confirmation 
0” tais, they would repeat some of the answers taught us at catechism, a 
few of which I will here give We had little catechisms (‘ La Petit Cate- 
chism’) put into our hands to study; but the priests soon began to teach us 
a new set of answers, which were not to be feund in our books, from some 
of which I received new ideas, and got, as I thought, important light on re. 
ligious subjects, which confirmed me more and more in my beliefin the Ro- 
man Catholic doctrines. ‘These questions and answers I can still recall with 
tolerable accuracy, and some of them I will add here. I never have read 
them, as we were taught them only by word of mouth. 

* Question. Pourquoi le bon Dieu n‘a pas fajt tous les commandemens ? 

‘““* Reponse. Parce que l'homme n'est pas si fort qu'il peut garder tous 
ses commandemens.’ 

‘** Question. Why did not God make all the commandments ? 

“** Answer. Because man is not strong,enough to keep them.’ 

“ And another, ‘ Q. Pourquoi |"homme ne lit pas | Evangile ? 

““*R. Parce que l’esprit de | homme est trop borne et trop faible pour com- 
prendre qu’est ce que Dieu a ecrit.’ 

‘©¢@Q. Why are men not to read the New Testament ? 

“* 4. Because the mind of man is too limited and weak to understand 
what God has written.’ 

‘‘ These questions and answers are not to be found in the common cate- 
chisins in use in Montreal and other places where I have been, butall the chil- 
dren in the Congregational Nunnery were taught them, and many more not 
found in these books."’ pp. 22—26. 

There can be no doubt, that the qualifications of those nuns, who 
have been employed as teachers, are, by Prote-tants, greatly over- 
rated. They are so far secluded from public scrutiny, that very 
few have opportunity to judge of their literary endowments; and be- 
cause of this seclusion, many have inferred, that their endowments 
must be, in all respects superior to the most errudite and accom- 
plished Protestant instructors. This false estimate must arise, in 
part, from the principle which Lord Kaims lays down as necessary 
to constitute the most beautiful scenery, ‘ that an essential part of 
it must be concealed, so that imagination may do its office, in por- 
traying beauties, which can exist only in the brain of the spectator.’ 
This is more than true of conventual schools. Ad their excellence 
exists merely in the imagination of those who are excluded from their 
pale ; and when Iiid open to the public gaze, they are found destitute 
of science, literature, and every thing requisite to a polite education. 
In accordance with this sentiment are the declarations in these 
“ disclosures.” 
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“There were about fifty girls in the school, and the nuns profe:s d to 
t-ach something ot reading, writing, arithmetic and geography. The meth- 
ojs however, were very imperfect, and little attention was devoted to them, 
the time being in a great degree engrossed with lessons in needle work, 
which was performed with much skill. The nuns had no very regular parts 
assigned them in the management of the schoo!s. They were rather rough 
and unpolished in their manners, often exclaiming, * c'est un menti,’ (that's 
a lie,) and ‘mon Dieu,’ (my God.) on the most trivial occasions. Their 
writing was.quite poor, and it was not uncommon for them to put a capital 
letter in the iniddle of a word. The only book on geography which we stud- 
ied, was a catechism of geography, frum which we learnt by heart a few 
questions and answers We were sometimes referred to a map, but it was 
only to point out Montreal or Quebec, or some other prominent name while 
we had no instruction beyond.” pp. 21, 22. 

“The first of these [that is the Congregational Nunnery] professes to be 
devoted entirely to the education of girls. It would require however only 
a proper examination to prove that, with the exception of needlework, hard- 
ly any thing is taught excepting prayers and the catechism; the instruction 
in reading, writing, &c. in fact, amounting to very little, and often to noth- 
ing.” pp. 22, 23. 

It could hardly be credited, that ladies ofa convent, professedly 
devoted to a life of eminent sanctity, and engaged in teaching po- 
lite literature, would be adicted to such profaneness and vulgarity 
as are here ascribed to the inmates of the Congregational Nunnery at 
Montreal. This fact, however, does not rest solely upon the testi- 
mony of Maria Monk. Miss Reed had alluded to similar traits of 
character; and the same have been remarked in those who profess 
to have received their education in the convent. A female, who 
has now a family, residing in Massachusetts, and has valued herself 
upon receiving a polite education in the late conventual school at 
Charlestown, is well known to be adicted to vulgar profaneness, in 
the use of such words, as “ gracious,” ‘ J vow,” and others, even 
more gross, which I have no disposition to repeat. These circum- 
stances are worthy of consideration with those, who have deemed 
conventual schools not only as nurseries of science, but seats of the 
muses, and retreats the most favurable to a polite education. 

The traits to which I have adverted, however, are but a small af- 
fair in comparison with the established but appalling truth, that 
nunneries are the hot-beds of crime and corruption. Even girls, 
who have scarcely arrived at the age of puberty, when admitted to 
the Convent, are begun to be instructed in lessons preparatory to 
future crime, and the sacrifice of their virtue to the will of the 
priests. On this subject, the testimony of Miss Monk would ap- 
pear incredible, did it not correspond with the known character of 
the Roman clergy, and what has been disclosed of other convents. 
But Romanism is unquestionably the same in Canada and in the 
United States as in the old world ; and to those who have thoroughly 
investigated its character, the following testimony is no more than 
would naturally be expected. 

“‘ There was a girl thirteen years old whom I knew in the school, who re- 
sided in the neighborhood of my mother, and with whom I had been famil- 
iar. She told me one day at school of the conduct of a priest with her, at 
confession, at which 1 was astonished. It was of socriminal and shameful « 
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nature, I could hardly believe it, and yet I had so much confidence that she 
spoke the truth, that | could not diseredit it. 

“* She was partly persuaded by the priest to believe he could not sin, be- 
cause he was a priest, and that any thing he d.d to her would sanetity her ; 
and yet she seemed somewhat doubtiul how she should act. A priest, she 
had been tuld by him, is a holy man, and appointed toa holy ctice, and 
therefore what would be wicked in other men, cculd not be so in him. She 
told me that she had inforined her mother of it, who expressed no anger nur 
disapprobation ; but only enjoined it upon her not to speak of it; and re- 
marked to her as priests were not like men, but holy and sent to instruct and 
save us, whatever they did, was right. 

‘| afterwards confessed to the priest that I had heard the story, and had 
a penance to pertorm tor indulging a sintul curiosity in making inquiries ; 
and the girl had another fer communicating it. 1 afterward learned that 
other children had been treated in the same manner, and also of similar pro- 
ceedings in other places. 

“ Tudeed, it was not long before such language was used to me, and | well 
remember how my views were shaken by it. Another girl at the School, 
from a place above Montreal, called the Lac, told me the tollowing stery of 
what had occurred recently in that vicinity. A young squaw, ealled la Bel. 
le Marie, (pretty Mary.) had been seen going to confession at the huuse of 
the priest, who lived a little out of the village. La Belle Marie was after- 
ward missed, and her murdered body was found in the river. A knife was 
also found covered with blood, bearing the preast’s name. Great indignation 
was excited among the Indians, and the priest immediately absconded and 
was never heard from. A note was found on his table addressed to him, 
telling him to fly if he was guilty. » 

“It was supposed that the priest was fearful that his conduct might be be- 
trayed by this young female ; and he undertook to clear himself by killing 
her. 

‘‘ These stories struck me with surprise at first, but I gradually began to 
feel differently, even supposing them true, and to look upon the priests as 
men incapable of sin; besides, when [ first went to contession, which I did 
to Fatner Richards, in the old French church, (since taken down,) I heard 
nothing improper ; and it was not until | had been several times, that the 
priests became more and more bold, and were at length indecent in their 
questions and even in their conduct when I confessed to them in the Sacris- 
tie. This subject I believe is not understood nor suspected among Protest- 
ants ; and it is not my intention to speak of it very particularly, because it is 
impossible to do so without saying things both shameful and demoralizing. 

**] will only say here, that when quite a child, I heard from the mouths 
of the priests at confession what I cannot repeat, with treatment correspond 
ing ; and several females in Canada have assured me. that they have repvat- 
edly, and indeed regularly, been required to answer the same and other like 
questions, many of which present to the mind deeds which the most iniqui- 
tous and corrupt heart could hardly invent.” pp. 27—29. 


When young girls, while novices, had been instructed in these 
first lessons of crime and moral pollution; they could hardly expect 
any thing less than the following information, when they came to 
take the black veil. 


“The Superior now informed me, that having taken the black veil, it only 
remained that I should swear the three oaths customary on becoming a nun; 
and that some explanations would be necessary from her. I was now, she 
told me, to have access to every part of the edifice, even to the celler, where 
two of the sisters were imprisoned for causes which she did not mention. I 
must be informed, that one of my great duties was, to obey the priests in-al} 
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things; and this I soon learnt, to my utter astonishment and horror, was to- 
live in the practice of criminal intercourse with them. I expressed some of 
the feelings which this announcement excited in me, which came upon me 
like a flash of lightning: but the only effect was to set her arguing with me, 
in favor of the crime, representing it as a virtue acceptable to God, and 
honorable to me. The priests, she said, were not situated like other men, 
being torbidden to marry ; while they lived secluded, laborious, and _selt-de- 
nying lives, for our salvation. They might, indeed, be considered our sav- 
iors, a3 without their services we could not obtain pardon of sin, and must 
goto hell. Now, it was our solemn duty, on withdrawing froin the world, 
to consecrate our lives to religion, to practice every species of self-denial. 
We could not become too humble, nor mortify our teelings too far; this was 
to be done by opposing them, and acting contrary to them; and what she 
proposed was, therefore, pleasing in the sight of God. I now felt how foolish 
I nad been to place myselt' in the power of such persons as were around me. 

* From what she said I could draw no other conclusion, but that I was re- 
quired to act like the most abandoned of beings, and that all my future asso- 
ciates were habitually guilty of the most heinous and detestable crimes. — 
When I repeated my expressions of surprise and horror, she told me that 
such feelings were very common at first, and that many other nuns had ex 
pressed themselves as I did, who had long since changed their minds. She 
even said, that on her entrance into the nunnery, she had felt like me. 

“Doubts she declared, were among our greatest enemies. They would 
lead us to question every point of duty, and induce us to waver at every 
step. They arose only from remaining imperfection, and were always evi- 
dence of sin. Our only way was to dismiss them immediately, repent and 
confess them. They were deadly sins, and would condemn us to hell, if we 
should die without confessing them. Priests, she insisted, could not sin. 
It was a thing impossible. Every thing that they did, and wished was of 
course right. She hoped I would see the reasonableness and duty of the 
oaths I was to take, and be taithful to them. 

“She gave me another piece of information which excited other feelings 
in me, scarcely less dreadful. Infants were sometimes born in the convent: 
but they were always baptized and immediately strangled! This secured 
their everlasting happiness ; tor the baptism purified thew from all sinfulness, 
and being sent out of the world before they had time to do any thing wrong, 
they were at once admitted into heaven. How happy, she exclaimed, are 
those who secure iminortal happiness to such little beings! Their little souls 
would thank those who kill their bodies, if they had it in their power! 

** Into what a place and among what society had I been admitted! How 
different did a Convent now appear froin what I had supposed itto be! The 
holy women I[ had always fancied the nuns to be, the venerable Lady Supe- 
rior, what were they? And the priests of the Seiminary adjoining, some of 
whom indeed [ had had reason to think were bise and prefligate men, what 
were they all? [I now learnt they were often admitted into the nunnery, and 
allowed to indulge in the greatest crimes, which they and others called vir- 
tues ! 

* After having listened for some time to the Superior alone, a number of 
the nuns were admitted. and took a free part in the conversation. They 
concurred in every thing which she had told me, and repeated, without any 
signs of shane or compunction, things which criminated themselves. 1 must 
acknowledge the truth, and declare that all this had an effect upon my mind. 
I questioned whether I might not be in the wrong, and felt as if their reason- 
ing might have some just foundation. I had been several years under the 
tuition of Catholics, and was ign rant cf the Scriptures, and unaccustomed 
to the society, example, and conversation of Protestants; had not heard any 
appeal to the Bible as authority, but-had been taught, both by precept and 
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example, to receive as truth every thing said by the priests. I had not heard 
their authority questioned, nor any thing said ef any other standard of faith 
but their declarations. I had long been familiar with the corrupt and licen- 
ious expressions which some of them use at confessions, and believed that 
other women were also. I had no standard of duty to reier to, and no judg- 
ment of my own which I knew how to use, or thought of using 

‘* All around me insisted that my doubts proved only my ignorance and 
sinfulness ; that they knew by experience they would soon give place to true 
knowledge, and an advance in religion; and I felt something like indecision.” 
pp. 56—59. 

Miss Monk was soon compelled to learn by experience, what the 
lady Superior had already taught her in theory. Pursuing her nar- 
rative she states : 

“Nothing important occurred until late in the afternoon, when, as 1 was 
sitting in the community-room, Father Dufrene called me out, saying he 
wished to speak with me. I feared what was his intention; but I dared not 
disobey. Ina private apartment, he treated me in a brutal manner; and 
from two other priests, I afterward received similar usage that evening. — 
Father Dufrene afterwad appeared again ; and I was compelled to remain in 
company with him until morning. 

‘* [ am assured that the conduct of priests in our Convent has never been 
exposed, and is not imaginéd by the people of the United States. This in- 
duces me to say what I do, notwithstanding the strong reasons | have te let 
it remain unknown. Still, I cannot force myself to speak on such subjects 
except in the most brief manner.” pp. 62—63. 


It seems, also, that the narrator was herself an eye-witness of the 
strangulation of infants. 


“It will be recollected, that I was informed immediately after receiving 
the veil, that infants were occasionally murdered in the Convent. I was one 
day in the nuns’ private sick-room, when I had an opportunity, unsought for, 
of witnessing deeds of such a nature. It was, perhaps, a month after the 
death of Saint Francis. Two little twin babes, the children of Sainte Cath- 
arine, were brought to a priest, who was in the room, for baptism. I was 
present while the ceremony was performed, with the Superior and several 
of the old nuns, whose names I never knew, they being called Ma tante, 
Aunt. 

‘“* The priests took turns in attending to confession and catechism in the 
Convent, usually three months at a time, though sometimes longer periods. 
The priest then on duty was Father Larkin. He is a good-looking European, 
and has a brother who is a professor in the college. He first put oil upon 
the heads of the infants, as is the custom before baptism. When he had 
baptised the children, they were taken, one after another, by one of the old 
nuns, in the presence of us all. She pressed her hand upen the meuth and 
nose of the first, so tight that it could not breathe, and in a few minutes, 
when the hand was removed, it was dead. She then took the other, and 
treated it in the same way. No sound was heard, and both the children 
were corpses. The greatest indifference was shown by all present during this 
operation ; for all, as | well knew, were long accustomed to such scenes.— 
The little bodies were then taken into the celler, thrown into the pit I have 
mentioned, and covered with a quantity of lime. 

‘[ afterward saw another new-born infant treated in the same manner, 
in the sane place: but the actors in this scene i choose not to name, nor the 
circumstances, as every thing connected with it is of a peculiarly trying and 
painful nature to my own feelings. 

“These were the only instances of infant.cide I witnessed ; and it seemed 
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to be merely owing to accident that I was then present. So far as I know, 
there were no pains taken to preserve secrecy on this subject; that is, I saw 
no attempt made to keep any of the inmates of the convent in ignorance of 
the murder of children. On the contrary, others were told, as well as my- 
self, on their first admission as veiled nuns, that all infants born in the place 
were baptized and killed, without loss of time: and I had been called to 
witness the murder of the three just mentioned, only because 1 happened to 
be in the room at the time. 

“That others were killed in the-same manner during my stay in the nun- 
nery, I am well assured. 

‘* How many there were I cannot tell, and having taken no account of 
those I heard of, | cannot speak with precision ; 1 believe, however, that I 
learnt through nuns, that at least eighteen or twenty infants were smother- 
ed, and secretly buried in the cellar while I was a nun.” 


To those acquainted with the history of popery, such facts as the 
foregoing will not be surprising. 1 have already adverted to the 
circumstance, that the fish-pond drained by Pope Gregory, con- 
tained the sculls of not less than five hundred infants. 

Murder isa constituent part of the system of Popery ; and that nuns 
should be occasionally murdered in the Convent, is no more incredible 
than that thousands, suspected of heresy, have been murdered in 
the Inquisition. ‘The eleventh chapter of this uarrative, I feel con- 
strained to give to my readers entire. 


‘* But I must now come to one deed, in which I had some part, and which I 
look back upon with greater horror and pain, than any occurrences in the 
Convent, in which I was not the principal sufferer. It is not necessary for 
me to attempt to excuse myself in this or any other case. Those who have 
any disposition to judge fairly, will exercise their own judgment in making 
allowances for me, under the fear and force, the commands and examples 
around me. I, therefore, shall confine myself, as usual, to the simple nar- 
ration of facts. The time was about five months after | took the veil ;. the 
weather was cool, perhaps in September or October. One day, the Super 
or sent for me and several other nuns, to receive her commands at a particu 
lar room. We found the Bishop and some priests with her; and speaking 
in an unusual tone of fiercness and authority, she said, “‘ Go to the room for 
the Examination of Conscience, and drag Saint Francis up stairs.” Nothing 
more was necessary than this unusual command, with the tone and manner 
which accompanied it, to excite in me most gloomy anticipations. | It did 
not;strike me as strange, that St. Francis should be in the room to which the 
Superior directed us. It was an apartment to which we were often sent to 
prepare for the communion, and to which we voluntarily went, whenever we 
felt the compunctions which our ignorance of duty, and the misinstructions 
we received, inclined, us to seek relief from self-reproach. Indeed, F had 
seen her there a little before. What terrified me was, first, the Superior’s 
angry manner; second, the expression she used, being a French term, whose 
peculiar use I liad Jearnt in the Convent, and whose meaning is rather soft- 
ened when translated into drag ; third, the place to which we were directed 
to take the interesting young nun, and the persons assembled there as I sup- 
posed to condemn her. My fears were such, concerning the fate that await- 
ed her, and my horror at the idea that she was in some way to be sacrificed, 
that I would have given any thing to be allowed to stay where I was. But 
I feared the consequences of disobeying the Superior, and proceeded with 
the rest towards the room, for the examination of conscience. 

“The room to which we were ty proceed from that, was in the second'sfory, 
andthe place.of many a scene ofa shameful nature. It is sufficient for we 
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to say, after what I have said in other parts of this bock, that things had 
there occurred which wade me regaid the place with the greatest disgust. 
Saint Francis had appeared welancholly tur some time. 1 well knew that 
she had cause, for she had been repeatedly subject to trials which I need not 
name — our coinmon lot. When we reached the room where we had been 
bidden to seek her, I entered the door, my companions standing behind me, 
as the place was so sinall as hardly to hold five persons at a time. The 
young nun was standing alone, near the middle of the room; she was prob- 
ably about twenty, with light hair, blue eyes, and a very faircomplexion. I 
spoke to her in a compassionate voice, but at the same time with such a de- 
cided manner, that she comprehended my full meaning. 

**¢ Saint Francis, we ace sent for you.’ 

“Several others spoke kindly to her, but two addressed her very harshly. 
The poor creature turned round with a look of meekness, and without ex- 
pressing any unwillingness or tear, without even speaking a word, resigned 
herself to ou: hands. The tears came into my eyes. I had not a moment's 
doubt that she considered her fate as sealed, and was already beyond the 
fear of death. She was conducted, or rather hurried to the staircase, which 
was near by, and then seized by her limbs and clothes, and in fact almost 
dragged up-stairs, in the sense the Superior had intended. I laid my own 
hands upon her—I took hold of her too,—more gently indeed than some of 
the rest ; yet I encouraged and assisted them in carrying her. I could not 
avoid it. My refusal would not have saved her; it would only have exposed 
me to some severe punishment, as I believe some of my companions would 
have seized the first opportunity to complain of me. 

“ All the way up the staircase, St. Francis spoke not a word, nor made the 
slightest resistance. When we entered with her the room to which she was 
ordered, my heart sunk within me. The Bishop, the Lady superior, and 
five priests, viz. Bonin, Richards, Savage,and two others, I now ascertained, 
were assembled for her trial, on some charge of great importance. 

“ When we had brought our prisoner before them, Father Richards began 
to question her, and she made ready but calm replies. I cannot pretend to 
give a connected account of what ensued: my feelings were wrought up to 
such a pitch, that I knew not whatI did, or what todo. I was under a ter- 
rible apprehension that, if I betrayed the feelings which almost overcame 
me, I should fall under the displeasure of the cold-blooded persecutors of my 
poor innocent sister; and this fear on the one hand, with the distress I felt 
for her on the other, rendered me almost frantic. As soon asI entered the 
room, I had stepped into a corner, on the left of the entranee, where ! might 
partially support myself, by leaning against the wall, between the door and 
window. This support was all that prevented me from falling to the floor, 
for the confusion of my thoughts was so great, that only a few of the words I 
heard spoken on either side made any lasting impression upon me. I felt as 
if struck with some insupportable blow; and death would not have been 
more frightful to me. J am inclined to the belief, that Father Richards wish- 
ed to shield the poor prisoner from the severity of her fate, by drawing from 
her expressions that might bear a favorable construction. He asked her, 
among other things, if she was not sorry for what she had been overheard to 
say, (for she had been betrayed by one of the nuns,) and if she would not pre- 
fer confinement in the cells, to the punishment which was threatened her. 
But the Bishop soon interrupted him, and it was easy to perceive, that he 
considered her fate as sealed, and was determined she should notescape. In 
reply to some of the questions put to her, she was silent; to others I heard 
her voice reply that she did not repent of words she had uttered, though they 
had been reported by some of the nuns who had heard them; that she still 
wished to escape from the Convent; and that she had firmly resolved to re- 
sist every attempt to compel her to the commission of crimes which she de- 


F no 





1836. ] REVIEW. 


tested. She added, that she would rather die than cause the murder of harm- 
less babes. 

“«¢ That is enough, finish her !’ said the Bishop. 

«‘ Two nuns instantly fell upon the young woman, and in obedience to di- 
rections, given by the Superior, prepared to execute her sentence. 

‘“« She still maintained all the calmness and snbmission of a lamb. Some 
of those who took part in this transaction, | believe were as unwilling as 
myself; but of others I can safely say, that I believe they delighted in it. 
Their conduct certainly exhibited a most blood-thirsty epirit. But, above 
all others present, and above all human fiends I ever saw, I think Saint Hyp- 
polite was the most diabolical. She engaged in the horrid task with all a- 
lacrity, and assumed from choice the most revolting parts to be performed. 
She seized a gag, forced it into the mouth of the poor nun, and when it was 
fixed between her extended jaws, so as to keep them open at their greatest 
possible distance, took hold of the straps fastened at each end of the stick, 
crossed them behind the heipiess head of the victim, and drew them tight 
through the loop prepared as a fastening. 

“ The bed which had always stood in one part of the room, still remained 
there; though the screen, which had usually been placed before it, and was 
made of thick muslin, with only a crivice through which @ peison behind 
sight look out, had been folded up on its hinges in the form ofa W, and 
placed in a corner. On the bed the prisoner was laid with her face upward, 
and then bound with cords, so that she could not move. In an instant an- 
other bed was thrown upon her. One of the priests, named Bonin, sprang 
like a fury first upon it, and stamped upon it, with all his force. He was 
speedily followed by the nuns, until there were as many upon the bed as 
ecoald fiad room, and all did what they could, not only to smother, but to 
bruise her. Some stood up and jumped upon the poor girl with their feet, 
some with their knees, and others in different ways seemed to seek how they 
might best beat the breath out of her body, and mangle it, without coming in 
direct contact with it, or seeing the effects of their violence. During this 
time, my feelings were almost too strong to be endured. {I felt stupified, and 
scarcely was conscious of what I did. Still, fear for myself remained ina 
sufficient degree to induce me to some exertion, and { attempted to talk te 
those who stood next, partly that I might have an excuse for turning away 
from the dreadful scene. 

«* After the lapse of fifteen or twenty minutes, and when it was presumed 
that the sufferer had been smothered, and crushed to death, Father Bonin and 
the nans ceased to trample upon her, and steped from the bed. All was 
motionless and silent beneath it. 

“They then began to laugh at such inhuman thoughts as ocearred to some 
of them, rallying each other in the most unfeeling manner, and ridieuling 
me for the feelings which I in vain endeavored to conceal. They alluded to 
the resignation of our murdered companion, and one of them tauntingly said, 
‘She would have made a good Catholic martyr.” After spending some 
moments in such conversation, one of them asked if the corpse should be re- 
moved. The Superior said it had betterremain alittle while. After waiting 
a short time longer, the feather-bed was taken off, the cords unloosed, and 
the body taken by the nuns and dragged down-stairs I was informed that 
jt was taken into the cellar, and thrown unceremoniously into the hole which 
I have already deseribed, covered with a great quantity of lime, and after- 
ward sprinkled with a liquid, of the properties and name of which I am 
ignorant. This liquid I have seen poured into the hole from large bottles, 
after the necks were broken off, and have heard that it is used in France to 
prevent the effluvia rising from cemetaries. 

‘¢ I did not soon recover from the shock caused by this scene; indeed it 
still recurs to me, with most gloomy impressions. The next day there was 
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a melancholy aspect over every thing, and recreation-time passed in the dull- 
est minner; scarcely any thing was said above a whisper. - 

“ F never heard much said afterward about Saint Francis. 

“I spoke with one of the nuns, a few words, one day, but we were all 
cautioned not to expose ourselves very far, and could not place much reliance 
in each other. The murdered nun had been brought to her shocking end 
through the treachery of one of our number, in whom she confided. 

“I never knew with certainty who had reported her remarks to the Su- 
perior, but suspicion fastened on one, and I never could regard her but with 
detestation. 

“T was more inclined to blame her than some of those employed in the 
execution; for there could have been no necessity for the betrayal of her 
feelings. We all knew how to avoid exposing each other. 

“‘T was often sent by the Superior to overhear what was said by novices 
and nuns: when they seemed to shun her, she would say, “Go and listen, 
they are speaking English ;’ and though | obeyed her, I never informed 
her against them If | wished to clear my conscience, | would go to’a priest 
and confess, knowing that he dared not communicate what I said to any per- 
son, and that he would not impose as heavy penances as the Superior. 

“We were always at liberty to choose another confessor when we had any 
sin to confess, which we were unwilling to tell one, to whom ‘we should 
otherwise have gune. 

** Not long after the murder just related, a young woman came to the nun- 
nery, and asked for permission to see Saint Francis. It was my former 
friend, with whom I had been as an agsistant teacher, Miss Louise Bousquet, 
of St. Denis. From this, 1 supposed the murdered nun might have come 
from that town, or its vicinity. The only answer returned to the inquiry 
was, that Sajut Francis was dead. 

“ Sometime afterward, some of St. Francis’ friends called to inquire after 
her, and they were told that she had died a glorious death ; and further told, 
that she made some heavenly expressions, which were repeated, in order to 
satisfy her friends,’ pp. 110—120. 

{To BE CQNTINUED.] 


From the New-York Observer. 
THE DEAF AND DUMB, AND THE BLIND. 


Ow Thursday evening, of last week, a meeting was held in the Chatham- 
street Chapel, in behalf of this unfortunate but exceedingly interesting class 
of the community. The interest felt for them was seen in the fact that be- 
fore the hour of commencing, the house was completely filled, and many 
were compelled to retire, after endeavoring in vain to gain admittance. Near- 
ly one hundred and forty mutes seated in the orchestra, whose eloquent 
countenantes told as language cannot tell, the emotions that filled their 
minds, together with the blind, feeling their way about, was a sight most 
beautiful and affecting. The exercises were introduced with prayer, by 
E. Mason, V. D. M., of thia city, and a brief address from Mr. Peet explain- 
ing the method of communicating ideas to mutes, and the teaching of them 
to express these ideas in written language. The mutes themselves were 
then called up, and illustrated, what in theory had just been explained, in 
the most: satisfactory manner, Words were given by the audience, to be de- 
fined, to be incorporated in sentences and in one instance an anecdote was 
rélated, which being communicated to the mutes, by the Principal, in the 
language of signs, was written out by them. The facility with which com- 
munication of thought is thus carried op between those who speak and the 
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mute, is traly astonishing. And the aptness and even depth which the 
mutes manifested, was equally surprising and delightful. The word “ Jes: 
uitical’’ was proposed by one of the audience :—among the answers was 
the fullowing: ‘‘ Those who teach a religion, which they know is not true, 
are Jesuitical.’’ What keeps the plancts in their orbits? ‘ The attraction 
of the sun.”” What is Justice? ‘“Itis the acting according to what is 
right.”” ‘It is the abstraction of right.” They were directed to write out 
the following thought. The gentleman who sits in the pulpit with a cane 
in his hand, is Gov. Dunlap of Maine. One of the pupils added the follow- 
ing query: “Is he a whig oratory?’ That these children of misfortune 
can be raised by any process, be it ever so dificult from their native solitude, 
to usefulness in society, and especially that they can be made acquainted 
with the great truths of our holy religion, and the duties which,they owe to 
Ilim who is the source of all good, is matter of the most devout thanksgiv- 
ing. The Blind were next introduced: two little girls, sisters, and a boy, 
pupils of the New England Institution in Boston. Their performances were 
prefaced by a few remarks trom Dr. S. G. Howe, principal of the Institu- 
tion. They were examined in geography, astronomy, arithmetic, English 
and French music. Their reading materials must, of course, be addressed 
to the touch. Books, maps, globes, &c. are prepared with raised letters, by 
means of which they are able to read, with astonishing facility. One of the 
girls took a copy of the New Testament in French, and read passages as 
pointed out by the audience, while the boy translated sentence by sen- 
tence. Questions in geography and arithmetic were proposed and answered 
sooner and more correctly than could have been done by most of the spec- 
tators. 

‘‘Then came music, and the sweet voices of the girls, joining with the 
clear notes of the boy who accompanied himself on the piano, filled the house 
and drew tears from many an eye. They were, however, tears. of delight, 
for the songs of the blind were cheerful,—their elastic movements, their 
clear bright cheeks, and their sprightly voices, showed how happy they real- 
ly were. 

But the most interesting part of the exhibition was to come; the dumb 
had been taught to speak by signs and the blind to read by the touch—how 
were they to converse together? The blind girl held up her hand, the dumb 
watched every finger, every joint, every movement, and turning to their 
slates, wrote rapidly the words she had been spelling! Glorious triumph of 
humanity—the blind talking to the deaf! A greater followed—a deaf girl ap- 
proached the blind one—she held out her hand, and the other feeling of it, 
examined every letter as it was formed, spelled the words, and read on the 
fingers uf the dumb, as it were in a book, with moveable type, and repeated 
aloud what she read. This double victory over apparently insurmountable 
obstacles was truly beautiful, to witness the deaf who have no audible lan- 
guage, talking to the blind who can see none of their signs, We believe it has 
never before been attempted at any public exhibition, and the breathless. si- 
lence which pervaded the church, the intense interest depictedon every 
face of that vast audience, showed how great was their interest and their 
delight.” 

The American and Massachusetts Bible Societies haye appropriated $1500 
toward printing the New Testament for the Blind, and the American Tract 
Society have given $500 to print Baxter’s Call A library for the blind, is 
very much needed, and the purpose of Dr. Howe in visiting this city, it is 
hoped may not be disappointed. The exercises of the evening were closed 
by the recitation of the Lord's Prayer by one of the female mutes, interpret- 
ed to the audience by Mr. Peet. The blind then sung the Prayer, the boy 
accompanying on. the Piano. The whole exhibited a triumph of humanity 
over obstacles which are but lightly appreciated, highly creditable to those im- 
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mediately concerned, and which should call forth the warmest support of the 
public generally, 
“* Till e’en the deaf shall hear, 
Till e’en the blind shall see, 
Till e’en the dumb shall speak.” 


OBITUARY. 


Departep this life, on the 17th inst., in the city of New York, after a 
shert but painful illness, Anicait A. Fay, formerly of Westborough, Mass. 
daughter of William and Elizabeth Fay, of Marrietta, Ohio. It is due to de- 
parted worth that some faint tribute of respect shiould be paid. The young 
lady, whose death is here mentioned, possessed many qualities which endear- 
ed her to her numerous acquaintances and friends. At an early period, she 
devoted herself to the cause of the Redeemer, and united with the Orthodox 
Church in Westborough, Mass. of which her parents and several brothers 
and sisters were members. Possessed, naturally, of a peculiarly amiable dis- 
position, with a heart renewed by the spirit of Christ, she was truly and 
doubly interesting. Her daily walk and conversation carried conviction to 
the mind of every one acquainted with her, that she had been born of God. 
She came to this city in the fall of 1835, and soon after united herself, togeth- 
er with a beloved sister, to the Allen street Church, under the pastoral care 
of Rev. Henry White. She was a zealous Christian, as well as a consistent 
professor—ever engaged in her Master's service—ever ready to do good and 
communicate. No sacrifice was too great, could she but serve her Divine 
Master, and advance the interests of religion. She had drank deep into the 
spirit of Him who gives the waters of life freely. Her mind had early been 
trained in the school of Christ. She possessed much knowledge of the dis- 
tinguishing doctrines of the Cross, and they were her meat and drink. 

During her short sickness, most of the time, her mind was wandering. 
But, whenever she was addressed on the subject of the love of Christ, her 
attention was fixed and her spirit revived. Her prayer was, “‘ Lord do with 
me as seemeth thee good.” Her bodily sufferings were great; still, not a 
murmer was heard to escape her lips. As she cultivated all the Christian 
graces whilst in health, especially that of patience, so, when God laid his 
hand upon her, these graces shone forth in resplendent beauty, a most strik- 
ing example of the power of the grace of God operating upon the heart, and 
enabling its happy possessor to adorn the doctrine of God, our Savior in all 
things. She was young, and beautiful—at an age when the charms of earth 
are the most fascinating, and surrounded by all the pomp and show of wealth 
and fashion. These things, however, had little influence over her mind.— 
Her heart was fixed trusting in God. In her death the church has been de- 
prived of one of its brightest earthly ornaments ; her family, of an affection- 
ate daughter and sister: and her circle of young friends of one of the most 
lovely artongst women. Let the youth with whom she was intimate copy 
her example, so far as she followed Christ, and remember that they, too, 
must soon die. 

Death, like an overflowing stream, 
Sweeps us away, our life's a dream. 
Protestant Vindicator. 


INTELLIGENCE. 
Tar Crerx Ixpiaxs 1x motion.—By the steamboat Wm. Gibbons, we 


have Charleston papers to Saturday evening last. They bring intelligence 
of a general rising among the Creek Indians, e~7 ~f ~env murders commit- 
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ted by them on the Georgia frontiers. The Seminoles have also resumed the 
offensive, and we shall find that, hot or cold, sickly or healthy, they must be 
speedily met and conquered, or that the bloody drama is but just begun — 
The Creeks can muster several thousand warriors, and it is no longer doubt- 
ed that they are about to make a desperate effort, in conjunction with the 
Seminoles, to regain their lost possessions. 


Mosice papers of the 7th inst. discredit the capture of Santa Anna, on the 
authority of a letter from Texas received in New Orleans on the 5th, which 
says that Santa Anna was not in the engagement which resulted in the de- 
feat of the Mexican troops, but was then in Mexico. 


Cox. White, the delegate to Congress from Florida, who is mentioned be- 
low as having brought to Charleston the news of the murders, &c., by the 
Creek Indians, has arrived here in the Wm. Gibbons, and will proceed im- 
mediately to Washington. NV. Y. Journal of Commerce. 


Ixptan Murpers.—It becomes our painful duty to announce the death, 
by violence, of Maj. Wm. Flourney, formerly of Putnam county, Georgia. 

He was on his way to Fort Mitchell, to complain of Indian depredations, 
and was brutally murdered and scalped by some of the Creeks, a few miles 
below that place. 

A Mr. Hobbs has also been murdered, while asleep, by the same treacherous 
foe. A young man who was lying in bed with Mr. H. made his escape by 
immediately raising a plank of the floor, and creeping under the house. 

More than a hundred individuals, including whites and negroes, have fled 
to Georgia for safety ; others are coming in, and war seems inevitable.— 
These individuals, including Rev. E. Glen, Dr. Richardson, Col. A. B. 
Dawson, Mr. Pitts, Dr. Battle, Col. Richardson, and many others, have left 
behind them several hundred acres of land in a state of cultivation to become 
a desolation and waste. 

Gen. Abecrombie was deputed a week or two since to visit the Governor 
of Alabama, and make known the perilous situation of the defenceless settlers. 
He went and begged for protection ; but in vain Rev. J. E. Dawson left 
here last Saturday on the same mission ; we wish him more success. 

N. B. The settlers have nearly all come in—several were murdered on 
the road yesterday. Columbus (Ga.) Herald. 


Cuarteston, S. C. May 14. 

Dreaprct xews.—Colonel White, Delegate to Congress from Florida, 
arrived here last night from Augusta, having seen and conversed with the 
passengers who arrived at a late hour the night before from Columbus.— 
There is no longer a doubt of a general Creek war. Fifty families have been 
murdered, and 2000 people have fled to Columbus for protection. 

The state of that frontier is most disastrous. There are not 500 effective 
men between the Creek and Seminoles lines, and al] Florda will be devastat- 
ed, if the Governors of South Carolina and Georgia do not send mounted 
men to the Florida line and to Tallahassee. The Seminoles are advancing 
on Tallahassee. The Creeks will be forced uponit. Gen. Scott is in ‘ sum- 
mer quarters.’ 

Col. White has sent an express to Gen. Scott, and made an appeal to the 
Governors of South Carolina and Georgia to send mounted men to Tallahas- 
see and the Florida line, to save middle Florida from robbery and murder in 
this disgraceful Indian and Seminole war. We hope the Governor will act 
with his known promptitude and energy. 
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MOUNTAINS. 


BY WILLIAM C. BRYANT. 


From the cloud bannered battlements of earth, 
Which the beleaguering hurricanes of heaven 
Have scarr'd but never shaken, I look forth! 
Through every vein my blood is faster driven ; 
I drink unbreath'd and unpolluted air, 
Pure from its most exhilarating fountains ; 
Ten thousand feet above a world of care 
I stand alone, among the patriarch mountains! 


I rest but on the first link of a chain, 
Whose last is hid in heaven. Far on high, 
Peak bases peak ; and the suspended rain, 
That from their brows, like sweat of agony, 
Falls when the storm-god smites them, dark and still, 
Hangs like a plume above their helms of snow ! 
While spiral rock, high ridge, and fir-crowned hill, 
Alike partake the sunset’s radiant glow. 





It is most glorious! All the cloudless west 
Is ene wide ocean of unscathing fire ! 
The heaving sea, where sinks the sun to rest, 
Is blazing !ine a mighty funeral pyre ! 
The glancing sails float on a flood of beams, 
The fisher’s cot no more looks bleak and cold, 
And leaping from the clefts, the foaming streams 
Gush o’er the rocks in jets of liquid gold. 


The shadows deepen, and the evening star 
Is gazing on me through her silvery veil, 
In quiet loveliness ; the hills afar 
Grow dim and spectral in the twilight pale. 
Now would I, ere my footsteps I retrace, 
Joy to behold, in this its wild domain, 
The storm awaken, and these hills embrace, 
Until they rocked beneath the giant strain. 


To see in snow the flaming lightning quenched, 
In the same instant that the thunder rages— 

To mark the avalanche, by whirlwinds wrenched, 
From the accumulated ice of ages, , 
Bounding from steep to steep—are sights and sounds 
Bought cheaply at the price of fear and danger ; 
In such while the pure heart. with rapture bounds, 

Guilt hears and sees its terrible avenger! 


Yet what are mountains? Specks upon the earth, 
Like bubbles on the wave with foam impearled ! 
What is this globe? A ball of puny girth 
Te sister planets, in the system whirled ! 
What is this system, circling round its sun? 
An atom in the heaven by which ’tis spanned ! 
And what are all to that Eternal One, 
Who weighs them in the hollow of his hand ? 
Italy, July, 1835. 





